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Abbreviations

APCM Association of Portland Cement Manufacturers
BPCM British Portland Cement Manufacturers
CA Cambridgeshire Archives, currently in Shire Hall
CC CambridgshireCollection in Cambridge Central Library
CHADE Cherry Hinton and District Angling Club
CIP Cambridge Independent Press
CEN Cambridge Evening News
TA Territorial Army/ Army Reserve
NOTE

This report was produced by John Mc@iltl edited by Sue Wells, botbsidens of Romgy Town,
Cambridge and voluntesfor the Project. The focus of the report is the area (approximately 155
acres) lying east of Brookfields/INR 2 1 & w2l RX &ad2dziK 2F / 2f RAdI YQa
north of Cherry Hinton BrooKnhaley Path. Previouglused for quarrying and cement production,

the area is bisected by the Cambridge to Newmarket railway line, and is now characterised by open
lakes south of the railway, and some commercial and recreational uses, and undeveloped open
space north of the lie.

The area is currently classified as an Area of Major Change by the local planning authority
(Cambridge City Counc014).

National Grid referenceg(centroid)

TL548108257422 X: 546555 Y:257684
Latitude: 52.197914, Longitude: 0.142990
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INTRODUCTION

A visit to the Bookfieldsarea of Cambridge, lying at the far eastend of Mill Road and beyond the

Ring Road, can give the impression of entering arobtite-way leafy neighbourhood: sweeping

willows fringe the gntly flowing Cherry Hinton Brook; birdlife splashes about; wooded lakes glint
through the trees. Yet up until the 1980s this was a centre of manufacturing in Cambridge. Two large
cement works and an artificial stone works dominated the ava#) five enamous quarry pitsthat,

while creating some employment, regularly blighted the surrounding streets with dust and noise.

Expanding on the local coprolite and lime excavation industry whictphidl the nearby fields since
at leastthe 1850s, the growig late19"-century market for limebased products, essentially cement

¢ prompted entrepreneurs to exploit thiacalrich lime/clay seams by establishing lime and cement
processing works of increasing sophisticatifrst the Romsey Town Lime and Cem#fdrks on Mill
Road / Brookfieldghen the Saxon Portland Cementovks on the site of the present day Territorial
Army basethen the Atlas Artificial Stone dvks wiS NB  { | sisyp@rinaiténo stancgland

lastly the Nornan Portland Cement Wrks on landying between the Newmarket rail line and the Tins
footpath, wherethe Travel Lodge and the David Lloyd gym are found.

Though the Saxon @vksand, more particularlythe NormanWorkswere written up at the time as
being notably innovative in the industrmodernization and rationalisation eventually led to the
closure of the former in the 1920s and the latter in the 1980s.

TheBrookfields sea, essentiallyhe easern part ofRomsey Town, is a model of a landscape in

transition: from rural, to industl to postindustrial. Prior to the late ®century, the area was
predominantly countryside the land divided into fields crossed only by Cherry Hinton Brook,

I ANR Odzt 1dzNF £ RNIAYyas GKS / KSNNE | Aydz2y F20L
the late 20" century the areavasa thoroughly builiup part of Cambridge City, intersected by

numerous roads, and under an active fligigth from Cambridge AirportNow in the early 2%

century, there are initiatives to turn the legacy of the intening industrial period the three large

lakesc into conservation and recreational assets for the city.

For the sake of conveniendghe recent history of the area can be described as having several phases:

9 1800s to 190@ generally rural, with lira digging and burning (which most likely fatated the
1800s), and later coprolite mining; the former not greatly widespread, though the latisr
quite intensive;

1 1900 to 1%0¢ with the dominance of large lime /clay based manufacturing plants and the
O2YLX SGAz2y 2F (GKS WxAOUl2NAIY Kk 9RGI NRAIFYQ

1 1950to 1980sc the development of the Ring Road system and the new residential areas
around it, and the closirgown of the heavy manufacturing plants;

1 Post 1980¢ the postindudrial landscape, with new servigaientated land uses and the
consolidation of the area as an urban part of Cambridge.

As may be expected, there are gaps in the informagomost particularly the records of the
manufacturing workg yet these might cme to light in time. The latter years (1980s to 2014),
however, are well documented, especially as concerns the options for tHewelopment and/or
conservation of the exndustrial area, filledn pits, and the lakes.
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1800s to 190s: Lime and Coprdé Mining

Cambridge, not widely thought of as an industrial city, has a history of mining, quarrying and
processing. The usefulness of lime as a fertilizer and as a counter to high soil acidity, has been known
for centuries, and exploitation of local ckadeams, to be burned and crushed to produce lime, is
recorded inThe Economic History of Cherry Hingantaking place in the first years of theth

century, with smaiscale digging and burning in the Limekiln Road area, though the practice may well
preRIF0S (GKFEGd bSHIKSNKIFff CFNY 622NIQa /Il dzaSegl &

The work was more artisanal than industrial, and offered little or netiimé employment. Kilns were
generally individually owned and locally operatedingeerected around manually dug pits. The burnt
lime was then sold on either by the individual kiln operators or by dealers.

I'FNR 6f201asx 2N adzySasz 2F Ofle (1y2s6y | a WwWOf dz
the local clay seams werdsa exploited for bricknakingg again modly on an artisanal basis. Large

scale commercial brick making in the region was generally centered on the Oxford Clay formation
running from Bedfordshire to Peterborough, a little north of Cambridge.
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Figure 1 Local GeologyRreading from the northwest to the sowghstc light green= sands
& gravel; dark blue gault clay; dark greenchalk marl; grey grey chalk; light blue =
middle chalk; very light blue = upper chalk; creaguaternary clays. Locatisof cement
works are shown in black; towns & villages in (Bglan Moor¢

However, the main focus for mining in the area became coprolitSsfdh y 8RR 2 1A &IK | { 0D Yy 2
phosphaterich fossilized faces, which were ground and used as an excelletitifer. Coprolite
mining wadirst recorded in the early 1850s, before which they had only been found by accident, often
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through excavation for other materials such as clay inrtble band running roughly southwest to

northeast of the city. As their ua became evident, there was a local economic boom around
Cambridge, with excavation on lands all around the city and the villages béyignde 2). Large
RSLI2aAGa oSNB FT2dzy R 2y /egdnding towafla Mill Rbat Yaddythe 1886 A
Ordnay OS { dzNI¥Seé YI L) aK2ga O2LINRfAGS 62Ny} a 2y o2
now stands.
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Figure 2 Indication of coprolitevorkings
around Cambridge 185Q80s (Richard Groye

By the mid1870s, though, the industry was in decline (pblsdue to the supply of fertiliser from

other sources, perhaps such as guano), and only a few pits around east Romsey Town were still in
operation by the late 1890s. Nevertheless, in some places where coprolite had been dug, the
possibility of excavatinmaterial for processing into cement became evident.

Dylan Moore, who has written extensively on cement production, describes the local geological
conditions. He states that the chalk escarpment (egesen in Figure 1) is the extension of the

Chilterns that has flattened out in East Anglia, revealing widRanK A 3 K |j dzI £ A (i 80%R S LJ2
calcium carbonate, making exploitation for cement production particularly worthwhile.

The Brookfields Aeaprior to the 1900s

The 1886 Ondance Survey maff-igure 3) shows a clear dividing line between town and country.

Lands lying to the east of the parliamentary and municipal boundary (the adighofi what is now the

NJA y 3 ¢ Bi#oksRugd Perne roads) are essentially agricultural, while land to the webgisising.
Romsey Town has most of its streets, yet the terraces of housing are incomplete: many house lots in
Cyprus, Suez, Madras and Hobart are undeveloped; Vinery Road and Seymour have few houses;
Montreal Road is a street with no buildings; yet thatern of urban development is set. Beyond the
boundary lie fields, with a few coprolite works (presumably scarcely economic by 1886) extending
Y2NIK YR a2dziK 2FF /2t RKIFIYQa [lySYT ASNBSR LI
madeup roadand Burnside a footpath, which continues north alongside Cherry Hinton Brook up into

/| 2t RKIFYQa /2YY2y ®
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Figure 3 18860rdnanceSurvey map of the easihe Brookfields areéOrdnance
Survey /AGB Environmental Ltd)

The Tins footpath is also there, lead off from a foot bridge. The other main feature is the railway

which used to connect the Newmarket and Bury line straight to Cambs@dgjen. It ran from the

current line alignment wheréhe Travel Lodge now is, along what is now Budil€lidpse, alorgjde

Marmora Roado the north of what is now Greville Road, and across Charles Street into the station
yards Argyle Street is curved to accommodate the limneLJLINE @ £ F2NJ NBIF f A3y Y S
Common, to allow better access to Cambridge statwas obtained inl895 andthe old alignment

closed in the miel900s.

1900 to 1%0: The Advent and Sabilisation of the Gement Industry

By 1910 the situation had changed. The cement industry had been establishedhevRomsey Town
Cement and Lime Wks on Brookfields (just west of what is now the BrookifigHospital), the Saxon
Cement Wirks just east of Cherry Hinton Brook (where fkrieny Reservaow is see footnote belowy

and the Atlas Artificial Stone ks just west of the brook (where SainsBuR & isy. Zhé larger

Norman Cement\WNJ] & 61 & FdzNHKSNJ SFadsx 60Si6SSy GKS NI/
clay pits had commenced. Mareer, the area had become builp and houses now extended all the

way to Burnside.
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The Bevelopment ofPortland @ment?

In the 1820s a Leeds stone mason, Joseph Aspdin, received the patent for Portland cement. He mixec
lime, burnt from high quality limestone, with clay, and then crushed the wet mixture. This was then
dried, crushed again and calcinatedhitkiln to produce a powder which, when set, closely resembled

the oolitic limestone of Portland Bill which was (and still is) considered a superior building Bhane.

first largescale commercial usaf the cementwas in tre building of the Thames Tunrgiking

Wapping and Rotherhithim 1828. As the material gained in popularity, areas where-grglle

limestone could be readily accessed, processed and transported became increasingly subject to surve
and speculation.

As described above, the localprolite mining exposed the rich chalk escarpment running south and
east of Cambridge, and works were established

Cement Works in the Cambridgeshisgiln

Below is a chart, taken from Dylan Moore, listing the cement works in Cambridgeshire from the mos
to the least productive A concentration can be seentime BarringtoriMeldreth/Shepreth area. The
Barrington works easily dwarfed all other works, though it remained in production far longer and was
the last to closeAll are closedand it appears thathe industry, once so large an economic factor in

the region, is nowpast.

Name Location Opened | Closed | Approximate Ownership
total output
(tonnes)
Barrington Barrington 1927 2008 19,300,000 9l 4G g22R4E) OmMdbHnN

wdzaoeé t2NIflFym / SySyi
Rugby G dzLJ 0620@py ¢

wa/ 6851 nn

/| SYSE @Hnnp

Norman Cambridge 1904 1984 6,300,000 Normant 2 NI f F yR / SYS¥I / 24
BP@ 6. f dzS / BNDt S0 ompm

Saxon Cambridge 1901 1927 620,000 Saxort 2 NIif+FyR /SYSygwi /2o
.t/ a o6.ftdz§ 29ANDOf S0 omp

East Anglian Shepreth 1892 1934 390,000 East Anglian Cement Co. Ltd

Burwell Burwell/Fordham 1892 1932 240,000 R. Stephenson and Son

Cam Blue Lias | ShepretiiMeldreth 1891 1934 210,000 /Y t2NIfFyR /1800Sy 4 / 2
Cam Blueihs Lime and Cement @0 6 \84) n n

Rhee Valley Shepreth 1888 1934 169,000 Rheet  f £ S& t 2NIfl yH10) SYS

Wiggins and Co. (Hammafh 1 Ko [ TR o
WSR ¢NRI BIES OMpHT
2A33AYAE YR {3y]Se

Standard Barringtori Shepreth 1883 1906 103,000 Natual Porf YR / SYSyd) / 2
{41 YyRFENR /SYSV1L) /20 |
BPCM (1911)

Royston BarringtoriShepreth 1892 1904 38,000 Royston Cement Co.

Romsey Town | Cambridge 1892 1915 34,000 Romsey Town Cement and Lime Co.

Meldreth Meldreth 1888 1908 33,000 Meldreth Patland Cement and Brick Co. Ltd

Bottisham Lode | Lode 1896 1920 15,000 Bottisham Lode Mill Cement Co.

Hauxton Hauxton 1895 1903 4000 Edward C. Colchester

(Dylan Moore)

2\What is now called the Army Reserve was, until 2011, called the Territorial Army, and prior to that the Territorial FEocoerehi
0FasS 2y | 2f RKI eneeterref to gs$he XAibask, (arid the lake fhat lies within the grounds as the TA lake.

10
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In many cases the sites of the disused works have returned to agricultitihetheir marl pitsnow

small lakesSome, however, have been developethe Meldreth site is now the Eterniarley works
(see below), the Romsey site on Mill Road has had a historydg#uwelopment, and the Saxon works is
now a Territorial Army base. Being tlaegest, the redevelopment of the Norman and Barrington
sites is still (2015) under discussiothe former is addressed below, and the latisrcurrently subject
to proposals, contested by the village council, tetludea mix of housing and recreat. The vast
qguarry at Barrington, which, being excavated into the side of a hidhlisslightlyflooded, is in the
process of being rehabilitated, though the cliffs on thest, north and eassidesmay well remain.

It is noteworthy that, as Moore ates, British Portland @sent Manufacturers (BPClla S [Sational
Cement CompaniesBPCM, ACPM, Blue CircleB [ | BelowEc§ude the Burwell and the
RoystonStandard works in their latter years to createnarl reserve for the Norman works, though
was never exploited.

Brief Description of he Cement Manufacturing fi®cess

I SYSy G Aa T2 Naw&ikImarl}in akdaNd/progudelinker, a calcium based material,

which is then ground.The rawmix consists of a mixture of materials that react together to form

calcium silicates which make clinker a very strong matd®i&,3a ONA 0 SR o0& 5 énfadey a 2
A 3y S 2 dzEighbRliy cliker, suclas that produced attte Norman Vérks, requires little

addition of other minerals an@as manufactured from the higgrade marl excavated from the
surrounding marl pits. The catalytic agent is water, which sets off a chemical process resulting in
applied cementvhich isstrong,consistent and durable; the finer the clinker is ground, the quicker the
effect of hydration.

The Saxon and Norman works used the rotary kiln process which produced clinker in the form of small
generally uniform lumps. Rotary kilns were used in two waitker to grind aw materials with the

addition of water, which formed a slurry, after which the water wadlBaS R 2 F Tprodesd, 8r & ¢
togrindtKk SY RNE X (2 F 2 Nlprodess)laiialRiiSeN NdBK §/stemRvibstused but

with the development of a longer kiln in the early 1900s, thivet(system gained popularity with
manufacturers, although this requires more fuel. Moore states that the average size of a rotary kiln in
1900 was approximately 60 feet, but by 1901 one Thomas Ediasrproposing a 150 feet long kiln,

which was far more economic, and allowed effectiwet(processing.

Moore suggests that, in the early decades of the 1900s, the ready availability of coal in Britain meant
that British manufacturers used thevet(processing method. However, in Germany and Japath
countries witha pioneering industnput less ready access to natural resources, the moredtfadient
dryCprocess was usedvioore makes the interesting point that use of theet(process meant that
cementmaking plants in Britain were restricted to the locations wheg®od chalkrould be found

with dry(plantsnot being so tied to the source of their basic material. Thus, a degree-of un
competitiveness entered the British industfyom which itwas difficult to emerge. The Saxon and
NormanWorks may have been subject to this trend.

Quarrying

Methods of excavating the mamkeededfor the millingprocess evolved ovéhe periodduring which
the Saxon and Norman works were in operatiomthe lde 19th centurythe work was primély

11


http://www.cementkilns.co.uk/ck_clinker.html

MILL ROAD HISTORY PROJECT BUILDING REPORT East Romsey Cement Works

manual, as can be seen img&re 4(which,thoughnot being of the Cambridge works, indicates
contemporary practice)The seam was uncovergrenches dug into its side, the marl then loosened
and shot down into a wég trolley to be wheeled off to the works. The work vw&sw, labour-

intensive, and, as can be seen in the photograph, lamps allowed excavation to be continued into the
evening.While enployment was relativelrigh, the extent of excavation was neceslgaimited.

By the early 1900s mechanisation was increasingly employed. Figure 5 (again, not Cambridge) shows
mechanised digger working away at a chalk face, dumping the marl straight into a waiting series of
wagons attached to a locomotive. The procestar more expeditious, though still requiring several
workers. Figure 6 shows a higimechanised process that has not been recorded as used at
Cambridge, though it does indicate how excavation vimplacesbecoming far more intensive.

Figure 7 dating from the late 1960s to the late 197@howsa Ruston dragline at workka single
personoperated digger depositing material into a waiting line of-b@ited wagons. This is the type of
process by which the latter Norman dkksexcavated thdéwo largepits running between thdins
footpath/Railwayand Cherry Hinton Brook. The system is simple, and requires minimal employment.
Thispicture does not represent the practices used in contemporary quarries, which are seemingly
completely vehiclébased operatns the layng of rails being consideredfiexible and too costly.

Figure4 manual quarying, probaby late-19th centuy Figure 5 early mechanised quarrying, straight onto rail
(http://www.cementkilns.co.uk/millsetc.html) transport http://www.cementkilns.co.uk/millsetc.html)

Figure 6 intensified mechanical drag quaing, Figure 7 1970s quarryinga Ruston dragline like those
probably 1930s used at the Norman Works, operatéatgely by one
(http://www.cementkilns.co.uk/millsetc.htm)l person(http://www. flickr.com)

12
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Figure27 (an aerial view of the Norman Worksgether with its northern marl pijsshows a digger
similar to that in Figure st work.

Local @ment Production Companies

In the period 190685 there were four cement andf cementrelated companies in the east Romsey
Town area: the Romsey TavCement and Lime Company (on Mill Road, where the new mosque is
scheduled for developmeiitd KS {F E2y t 2NIif | YR [/ S YiSwhére theAriyJ y &
Reservecentrenowis)ii KS 1 Gt a ! NOATFAOALE {G2yS [/ 2 Ytdhyy & ¢
{FTAYyagdNRe KIS b2NXIY t 2NIfFyR / SYSyténoactupikdy & 0
by Travel Lodg®avid Lloydsym).

The Romsey Town Cement and Lime Company

The Romsey Town Cement and Lime Compfaoyded in 1892was the first cementvorks in, or
directly abutting, Cambridge, and it had its works where Mill Road meets Brookf[@2ydizn Moore
implies that the site may have started as a coprolite mine, but it eventually developed eleven kilns,
with productionbeing distributed by roagas it had no rail or tram connectiohe works was not a
great economic success, and it closed in 1%ifter which thesite came to beused asThe Cam
Foundryand Iron Workaindasa sawnill until sometime inthe mid- to late 1950s or early 19608

1965 the Magnet bowling alley was built on the land, which was later convertadwarehouse for

the Robert Sayle department stofe.

The Saxon Portland Cement Company

The Saxon company was founded in 1900 and started production ind®@hd east oCherry

| Ayld2y . NR21 I YR &lRmbkich, acEording thraraceSaniey mapsyhad not
itself been mined for coprolitealthough there were mines to the north and wefttwas a different

kind of affair to the Romsey Town ks, with greger investment and far advanced technology.
Financing was provided by the Keeble brothers of Royston, who had interests in other cement works
such as Barrington. Thierains of the enterprisQas DylarMoore describes it, was a Mr AD&vis.

A CDauvis, trained as a chemist, has been described as a pioneer on the national scale in the
development of cement technology, introducing greater chemical and engineegaogrrinto the

industry, and he wrote on the subjed®d@rtland Cemerand A Hundred Years of Portland Cemeht

his earlier years as an independent producer he was considered a maverick, disparaging of the
dominant interests in the business. In time, hewer, he became a pillar of the system, becoming
managing director of the Association of Portland Cement Manufacturers (APCM) through which most
of the smaller UK independent producers were amalgamated, and resident of Barrington Hall. Sir
Charles Davis yithen not using the Arthur) was appointed Lord Mayor of the City of London in 1945.

$Seel M Sieveking, J Gooch and O Dalllistory of Robert Say({€ambridge: John Lewis Cambrid2@04; rev.2008;rev. 2aL3),
LIJP mpd cp
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Figure8 a curious photo of &£ (Sir Charle§aviswhen
Lord Mayorof London
(http://www.chessgraphics.net/rr.hth

The works had eight Schneider kilns and, acogydd Dylan Moore, itrepresented the best dry

process technology of the tin@@Moore continues:
Crushed marl was fed to a Smidth dryer, theaund with successive edgellzy y SNBA | YR DNRATFTTFAY
After blending and correcting, the raw meal was damped pressed into bricks of houd®ick
dimensions. The kilns, with one 45 m stack for each set of four, were operated on natural draught. The

output was as indicated by Davis much later: initial output (from eight kilns) on natural draught was 560
t/week, and the introduction of forced draught in 1964906 raised this to 1200 t/week

Moore describes a Griffin mill, introduced in the 1880s, as one of the first to be made of steel, as
opposed to previously used stone, giving it a far longer life.

Figure9 The Saxon \tks, pobablyin the late 1910s, and
probablyphotographedf N2 Y / 2f RKIF YQ&a [l yS®d o65&fly az22N

Production had its difficultieand in 1907 the&Cambridge Evening Newecorded an alarming
explos2y G t 2Nt Iy R whrksEaa ghlosiosilytBeybailer fodnd@led masses of iron
and brickwork at least 50 yar@&-ortunately, there were no fatalities.

The companywasstated asexhibing mosaic cement of excellent appearai®ad sections of
reinforced cement at the JapaBritain Ehibition of 1910 Howeveyproductivity actually
decreasedn the years1907, 1913 and 1924 tod00 tons per weekindicating production

difficulties. With the establishment of the newer, more advanced and cheaper to operate Norman

14
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Works, the Saxon Waoskwvas put to secondary use to make up the overall (Saxon and Norman)
tonnage allowed in the operating license. The works was formally closed in 1928, and in its final
years it operated at less thatD%capacity. Nonetheless, it can be seen from Fig@uabove that

the Saxon Works was a substantial construction aigarticularly impressive kiln stack.

The works had a reliable rail connection, which fedioK S ySé /I YO NA RE8Sti 2 b S
9RYdzyRa fAYS GKAOK LI &aaSR Y 2réyladed thetonghamikigh/ 2 f RK
CloséMarmoraGreville Road alignment. (A full copy of a contergy description of the Saxon

Works fromThe Engineas included ag\nnexeOne.)
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Figurel0 The Saxon Works (adapted from Dyldioore)

The Atlas Artificial Stone Company

The Atlas Works was another of &G @& &rdefprises Two versions of its establishment have been
found: one, that the successful opening of the Meldreth branch of the Atlas \\Mamkifie site of the
Meldreth Lime andCement Worksled to the opening of the Saxon Works and the Cambridge Atlas
Works, and later thé&lorman Works; second, that the Cambridge branch feaaded in 1902though
the actual date of the start of production is unsutke works donot feature on the 1903 maplhe
company was founded with A @& krétler, F WDavis, with a focus on the development of new
uses for cementThe Engineearticle states that the works produced material from-pgoducts from
the cement produced at the SaxondaNorman
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a great variety of artificial stonework is manufactured by treating a mixture of granite chips and

OSYSyi o0& YSlIya 2F Ke@RNIdzZ AO LINB&aadaNBEd ¢KS OKASTF [N
a good many other things were made, and tta output from these work was regular and

considerable(The Enginee20 March 20 1908

In 1928 the compangoncentrated operationsi Meldreth. By 1929 the Meldreth Works was
producing asbestos, and in the 1940s it went on to produce asbestos fi@icishelters and repair of
war damage. The company was eventually sold to Eternit, a Belgian company, which continued
production. In 2005 Eternit merged with Marley.

Figure 11 Atlas at the Figure 2 The site of the bridge from the Saxon-
Meldreth Works(Local the Atlas works, Cherry Hinton Brook at Sainsbui
History of Meldreth) car park. Note brick mountings (author).

As an indication of the often convoluted natuséindustrial development in the region, the Meldreth
Portland Cement and Brick Company was acquired by the Meldreth Cement and Coprolite Syndicate i
1892, which then came to be operated by the British Saxon Cement Company jihEDavis

connection asumedly still being strong. T&herry Hinton Brook works seemingly continued more as

a depot than a works.

Meldreth Historyhas the story obne of severalPuffing BilesQin this case 0-4-0 Simplex shunter. It

was built in Bedford in 1920 for BPCM (see below), #rmligh expensive to operate, was sold to the

Atlas Works in 1928 and used at Meldreth to transport goods from the station to the works.dhroun
1929 it was sold back to BPCM and used at the Saxon Works, and later at the Norman Works where it
shunted coal wagons.

Concerning the site in Romsey, an auction notice publishegidwell & $ns in 1968 states that Atlas,

with a view to consolidae their various local activities on an extensive site at Meldvetich the firm
already operateQs puttingthe four-acresite put up forauction Its zoned land uss stated as
industriaQand its rateable value as £1,700 pa. The auction notice ctnéan aerial photograph of

the sitewhichshowsit as only half used the southern part is overgrow(Hgure 21 below shows the

site as fully used in 1928)here was a collection of orstorey shedgoffice block, drying shed, press
house, etc), and amo-K 2 dz& S G SNNJ OS FTNRByldAy3d [/ 2t RKIFYQa [y
photograph also shows th&rmy Reserve centri@n the site of the old Saxon works) as it then was

series of onestorey huts, with aangeof what may have been quite pleasasgmi-detached houses

lying alongside the broofthe 1967 mapn Fgure 34 belowclearly shows the range).
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the site changed fromindustrialo commercia@vould be an interesting story, thoughasining

policy in the late 1960&farly 1970s was moving away from industrial development in such a

residential area.Evidence of the old rail link to the Saxon Works on the east side of Cherry Hinton
Brook is stildiscernable.

The Norman Portland Cement Company

The Norman Wrks, established by A.C. Davis and the Keeble brothers under the Norman Portland
Cement Co.was registered in 1903, cost £69,000 to construct, emthmenced production in 1904.
Although desabed as a subsidiary of the Saxorolks, it was far superior in innovation technology
and capacity.As Dylan Moore describes it:

it represented an aggressive move in the industry, setting up a rotary plant large by the standards of the
day, from scratchlt was among the first British plants to be built exclusively with rotaryXitsvas

certainly the first British rotary plant designed specifically to useDheProcess a further confident

gamble. The forty or so rotary kilns installed prior be$e were all wet process, although in the USA (the)
dry process was at the time prevalent. It commenced with five dry process rotary kilns. Marl was crushed
by rolkcrusher, then dried by a pair of rotary driers heated by kiln exhaust gases. The driedasar

ground by seven Griffin mills, then blended in an elaborate elevi@wre-circulating mixer before

storagein a silo of 700 ton capacitthttp://www.cementkilns.co.uk/cement_kiln_norman.html

Figurel3 1946 aerial photo of the Norman @Yks, taken from the west. Although several
decades after its opening, much of the building must be as it was in 1904. Note the marl pit
on the left (towards Coldham's Lane) and the hay ricks on the land beyondilivayrawhich
was later to be excavatedhttp://www.cementkilns.co.uk/cement_kiln_norman.htil

The Noman Wbrks evidently represented a great enthusiasm in developnetite cement

production industry. Demand waxeanding, particularly for higgrade and quicklyproduced

cement, and the Saxon &¥ks, only three yearold, was not meeting this demand. The significance of
this must be the boom in constructianin industrial, commerciatesidential and in corporation/
institutional/community-based uses ttoughout the UK, and the Normandiks was both a reflection
and a response to this. The local newspaper, presumablZtmbridge Daily Newstated that the
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NormanWorks wasone of the largest and most modern cement works in Englander construction
in the UK. Krupp (of Essen, Germany) supplied most of the machimet§03The Engineestated
that the company had placed an order with the Bradley Pulveriser Co. of Londb@@&aiffin mills, to
be installed at the worksEnhgineer 15/5/1903).

focipah to Chemy Hinlon
e © The Norman Works in 1908
_1‘| ﬁq clinker hopper evar after The Engineer (March 1908)
raw meal B
[ drying shop “;:” meal
ofices —
o] o
kiin house & |
raw grinding
meal cocler shop
shop house |
cement siores
cooing MpETAcE | engine house Fope race:
fower
codl hopper coal grnding
boder shop
house
T | packing shed =ack siore
L sidmg 1: i
raiway

Fgure14 Sketch of the layout of the Norman Wks (with vest to the left),
taken fromThe EngineeMarch 1908

FrgurelS Norman Works in the 1900s, seen from Frgure16 Norman Works Coal feeds and
the south acrosshe ralway (C¢ clinker coolergThe Bginee)

A local reflection of the confidence that the opening of the works engendered may be seen in the
naming of Norman Terrace, situated at the meeting of Mill Road and Brookftblulsyh it should be
noted thatthe chairman of the company was part @ local building firmThe building of the terrace
of thirty houses wasinalisedin 1904, and is of a high standaranost probably representing the new
building standards required by law, and requiring quality cement.

Dylan Moorestates that the Naman Works, first using five rotary kilns, was innovativel@veloping
the use of thedry proces&which hadearlierbeen introduced at the Saxon Worlét. that time the
dry procesSwas more popular in the USAmost UKworkspreferring the wet proces§)

Marl was crushed by retirusher, then dried by a pair of rotary driers heated by kiln exhaust gases. The

dried marl was ground by seven Griffin mills, then blended in an elaborate eldedtoe-circulating

mixer before storage in a silo of 700 t e&jty. It soon became clear that the registered output of 1200

t/week could be obtained with only three kilns, aftvo of the first kilnswere shut down after the
BPCM takeovethttp://www.cementkilns.co.uk/cement_kiln_norman.html

Thesere-opered briefly in 1919 Moore continues the plant was then rebuilt as wet process. The wet
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kiln X was subsequently replaced in 1929

Average cement production at the Works at height of production, assumedly the late 1970s, is said to
have been 2,000 tonnes per weeorjust over 100,000 tonnegger annum.

National Cement CompanieBPCM ACPMBIue Circland Lafarge

As Moore states abovehe Normanand Saxon companiegere taken oveby BPCMwhich acquired
the works in 191/12. BPCM wsitself a subsidiary cAPCM

ACPM was founded in 1900 through the merger of the major British cement produitbrthe

difficult intention of bringing all Portland cement producers togetherto one commercial entity.

Initially holding about 60%f national manufacturing cageity, thisholdingdecreased to around 35%

by 1910, after the closure dhoseplantsthat were considerednefficient. It seems thathe Saxon,

and particularlythe Norman,workswere notthen considered inefficient. ACPBPCMmerged at the

end of the Fist World Way becoming just APCMhe 1920s slump affected production, yet the

industry recovered YR !t / aQ& YL yI 3S W6 Pavis as dindddeOai alkNGBKS, wasA (i K
modernised.

Demand for cement in the Second World War, particularly fortebaefences and air raid shelters,
considerably increased productiand, with the postwar Labour governmenthere were proposals
for nationalisation. This was avoided by APCM, and-wastreconstructiorand 1950s public sector
schemeded to a boomin the industry.

Through the 1960s APCM expanded, buying up related businesses such as sand and gravel extractior
and in 1978t became Blue Circle Industridswas also in this period that the company commenced
construction of the giant Northfleet Woskon the Thames in Kent, whifdtilitatedthe closure of less
economic works.

After problems with fuel supply (oil and coal) in the 1970s, which led to some closures, the 1980s saw
the company expand, with an emphasis on diversification into oversedsetsaparticularly in the

USA. In the UK economic plants were modernised, and those not so economic were closed. It can be
taken thatthe Norman Works fied into this latter categoryclosing in 1984The boomand-bust

nature of the construction industried to record profits in the late 1980s and a sharp decline in the
early 1990s. Out of thieventy works Blue Circle operated in the early 1970s, only eleven remained by
the mid-1990s.

Blue Circle continued to expand internationally, but in 2000 the ¢hemompany Lafarge launched a
hostile takeover bid which thoughinitially resisted]ed in 2001 to Blue Circle becoming part of
Lafargeyeportedly the largest cement producer in the world.

TheBrookfieldsAreain 1902/1906

The 19030rdnanceSurvey map (Fgure 17 below) shows the new Saxon &kks in thenortheast

corner. The result of coprolite diggings (pits) can be seen running along the west side of Cherry Hinton
Brook, though no actual workings are indicat@de earlier tramvay running south to Brakfields

Mill Road has been dismantled atitere isnow only a path. ie Romsey Town Lime and Cement
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Works, by now about 10 years old sisown next to theHospital (infectious diseaseshich had been
labelled a sanatorium in the 1886 map. The map shawsorough mix of usesndustry,allotments,
agriculture, the hospital, and mngeof housing types from suburban villas tofithterraced housing.
Natal Road has been laid out, and Burnside has become a street with several houses. There are,
though, still many undeveloped gaps in the all the streets. Apart from the brook running south to
north, there is also a large ditar drain. The old Budleigh Cldséarmora/Greville Roadail

alignment appears to be still in operation.

A description of the mea by Eglantyne Jebb was published in 1&0évividly evokes the local
atmosphere:

The cement works of the Atlas and Saxon companies at Romsey Town employ about 220 men and boys;
with the other firms probably about 250 to 300 hands are engaged irbthisch of trade, which for the

most part is regular, not seasonal, and consists of unskilled Ia¥otudd brickmakers there must be also

a large number, brick works of six firms being established in the neighbourhood of Newmarket Road and
Coldham Lane&X @

Asyou pass along the streétaken to be Mill Roadhe shops become fewer and smaller, and down the
slope you come into a region of quite a different character: a greyish region where a whizzing sound
disturbs the heavy atmosphere. There are greatliamd cement works on your left, and where the
houses end abruptly at the foot of the hill you look across a bare field to an irregular stack of buildings
piled high with tall chimneys more cement works. The whole place seems enmeshed in railway lines,
and the puffing of trains and screaming of engines break in upon the vibrating hum of the works. The
brook is still there; a rather dirty ditch with tins and fragments of pottery amongst its weeds, and with a
large notice on its bank prohibiting rubbish findbeing thrown inThe houses near it are of course called
Brook Terrace and Brookfield Cottages; the houses along its edge Brookside, the post office, Brookfields,
and one of the inns Brookfield House. And beyond the ditch the footpath still leads inillthmut it is
confined now between two high black palisad@Sambridge: A Social Stud¥906)

Cement Works

pa.

' = W Tan
2 \ LY 22
|_Browifields

— ==

Figure ¥ 1903OrdnanceSurvey map athe Brookfields
area(OrdnanceSurvey /AGB Environmental Ltd)
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The Brmkfields Aeain 1925 1927

Looking athe 1925 (Figure 18) and 1927glire 19) map¥elow, it can be seen that there has been
considerable dvelopment since the 1903 mapigbre 17 above)Theold Marmora RoatGreville
RoadCharles Street railway has been closed down and dismantled, and theanley to the north
hasbeenbuild LI dadAy3 GKNRdAzZZAK /2t RKIFYQ&a /2YY2yd Li
Norman works. Whether the realigrent was encouraged by the Sax¥Davis interests to give
improved rail access to that works is possible thoumgprobable, especially considering its declining
output in relation to the Norman Works.

Sl i~
Fe | i A
Figurel8 19250rdnanceSurvey map athe Brookfields areéOrdnance
Survey /AGB Environmental Ltd)

5
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Figurel9 19270rdh-ance_8urvey mapf the Brookfieldsar-éa

(OrdnanceSurvey /AGB Environmental Ltd)

Figure20 alignment of the old railway, passing along

Marmora Road (author)

Figure20 above shows part of the alignment of the old railway from the foot/cycle patiming from
Montreal Road to Hobartdddand then onto Marmora Road.On the right are the Victorian /
Edwardian terraces of Madras, Suez, Cyprus and NRaktids; on the left are the 1930s houses of
Hobart and SueRoadsthat were not there at the time the railway was in operatiorhe railvay must
have left sufficient space on the right for access to the houses.

In the 1925 mapHgure 18 above) he NormanCement Wrks is showrwith its excavatior{ wash

Y A fpit ¥ng to its north betweenitand 2 f RK |

YQa [ I yrRshaseipshdefl itspiss 16

the south and easthe island in what is now th&rmy Reservéake isevident

The Saxon Wrkshas tram links with the Atlas @vks which listo the west across Cherry Hinton
Brookg in this map it is labelled the Atl&oncreteWorks.

The Romsey Town Lime and Cemerdré is now labelled abe Cam Foundry and Iron dkks
03aSYSNI fte OF,inficatRg sapkriiapsingcasiasy Kharkgess due to its inability to

22

2



MILL ROAD HISTORY PROJECT BUILDING REPORT East Romsey Cement Works

compete with the two new worksThe streets have become more builp; Norman Terrace
mentioned above has been built facing the hospital, and some of the housing along the nascent
Coleridge Road is there, east of what will tdtecome Greville Road.

Other features of interest on the 1925 map are th#lotment garden§lyingbeside Cherry idton

Brook south of the Atlas Wks with a swampy area at its soutihhese haveincebeen built upon,

with the exception of the smallgrk/playground, and Brooks Road now passes along their west side.
The depression left by the coprolite works shown on the 1886 map remains, lying in open ground to
the northeastof the Isolation HospitalAlso,somebuildings are shownon the farm land aoss the

brook from Burnsidexccessed by a bridgkeith Lagdon, longme resident of Brookfields, states that
this was a small agricultural holding with poulenydthe land wadater excavated for the Norman
Works.

Theaerial photograph of the area 1928 taken looking eagFgure 2J), is revealing.

Figure21l Aerial poto of the area, 192&UCAP, Dept of Geogrphy,
University of Cambridge
(http://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/image/epw02547)7

In the imnediate foreground is the Atlas dvks, surraindedon the south and wedby allotments. The

useof theworks as a depot can be seby itsnumerous outbuildingandby thelack of chimneys;he
g2N]l a 2LSya 2y02 /2tRKIFIYQa [lYyS gKAOK NMzya Sl .
alignment of @erry Hinton BrooKrunning south to northand beyond that is the Saxondiks, with a

small plume of smokasingfrom its northernmost chimney. Its inundated excavation pit lies to its

south, with the island clearly visible. A further-umundated pit les beyond the railway. Then there is

an open field and past that is the Norman &ks, with long plumes emanating from at least two of its
OKAYySea | ONRP&& AG& ljdd NNASR LAG 6KAOK SEGSYR
with the alignnent of the disused railway cutting agseast to west There is no evidence of any

airport expansiorsouthli 2 / 2 f R K khsYh@savas[not fuflt until the late 1930s.
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. (D LD
Figure22 the Saxon Works in 1928
(http://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/image/epw02545)7

Figure22 above was taken from theoutheaston the same flight as Figugd, in 1928. The&axon
Works can be seen occupying a triangle between the inundated pit, the raieaZherry Hinton
Brook.Beyond the brook lies the Atlas Works, packed tight with buildings and sheds around the
central pool that can be seen in the 1925 map (Fidi#)e The railway slices across fr@outheastto
northwesz ONR a & Ay 3 [/ 2doRvagoNsan bg segh Srdthe sidingsh Y

Il NRPdzyR 020K ¢g2NjJa tAS ftft20YSyda yR 2L3dl TAS
wood lyingbetween the railway and the road where there are now (20allotments.The smallpok

isolation hospital an be seen in the middle distance onaminorroa® & t S Ra 2FF FN
Lane.

Local Employmenin the Cementmdustry

As the works operated mainly in the early™€entury, and considering both transport and
accommodation costs, it is likelyahthe great majority of the workforce for the cement and artificial
stone works lived locally. Research into the housing of the workforce was undertaken at the Archives
AY {KANB 1 Fff IyR F20dzaaSR 2y (KS {patibnk fRraeyty Qa |
street from the late 19 century to the 1970sA selection from the years 1910, 1920 and 1940 is

shown in the table below.

¢ KNRdzZAK2dzi GKS LISNA2R 2F GKS 2N aQ 2LISNI GAz2Yy
peopleemp 28 SR AYy YlydzZ f g2N]® az2zaid 2F GKS NBTSNEB)
working in a variety of trades, with a seeming majority working on the railways. Howeigeiricky to

clearly identify those who worked fohé Norman and Saxon wariind the Atlas Artificial Stone

2N &4 2 KA lia§diregtldfefertds yopeédple working in theemen€ndustry, many of the
workers may be listed more generically Edbourer€ Similarly, the frequent references to
stonemason@nay describeliose working at Atlas or those workiag masons in the building trade

(cw = cement worker; ¢l = cement labourer; ce = cement empldlee)

‘wp Spaldingzambidge Street and General Directdi®10, 1919/20, 1939/4Qpvailable in CA and CC.
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Road 1910 1920 1940
Brookfields | 6 (Montreal Terraced William 5 (Montreal TerraceJohn Newman (cw) 9 (Brookfield Cottages)Henry
Chapman (cw) 9 (Brookfield Cottages)Henry Newman Newman, (brick maker)
1 (Brookfield Cottages)Henry (brickmaker) 19 (Brook Terracea) Fred Wallis
Newman prick maker) 11 (Brookfield Cottageg)Alfred Newman (ce)
2 (Brookfield Cottages)Alfred (brick maker)
Newman (brick maker) 23 (Brook Terrace) Archibald Newman (cw)
3 (Brook Terrace) E. Newman 45 (Monmouth Terraced Albert Shipp (cl)
(cw) 51 (Monmouth Terrace) Levi Coe (cw)
6 (Brook Terrace) J. Cross (cw) 55 (Monmouth Terraced Walter Edwards
8 (Brooksidey, William Stearn (cw)| (cw)
66 (Monmouth Terraced E.Salmon (cw)
Brooks 106¢ W. Whitman (brick burner)
99¢ L. Roper (cw)
Catharine 144¢ Percy Beaumont (cw) 77 ¢ Samuel Baggaleyl)c 108¢ Ed Stubbings (cw)
87 ¢ William Smith (cw)
108¢ Edward Stubbings (cw)
Cavendish | 16 ¢ William Topham (checker, 16 ¢ William Topham (checker, cement
cement works) works)
/ 2 f RKI| 187¢ Offices of Saxon Portland 8 ¢ John Farrington (cl) Henley Road
Lane Cement Co Henley Road 1 ¢ A.J. Pither (brick moulder)

+ Arthur Hayes (cw) & Arthur
Morley (cw)
230¢ Offices of Atlas Stone Co.

3 ¢ William Aves (cl)

187 ¢ British Portland Cement Manufacture
(Saxon Branch), manager A.J. Mellor
Saxon House Arthur Hayes (cw)

Portland House Charles Thurgood (cw)
230c¢ Offices of Mlas Stone Co.

5¢H.W. Richmond (brick maker)
14 ¢ F. Dover (brick moulder)
[2f RKI YQ&a w2l R
83¢ C. Stepney (ce)

147 ¢ Walter Shipp (cw)

Saxon House A. Hayes (cw)
Portland House Percy Hart

Cyprus Roac

15¢ George Ralph (cl)
36 ¢ Ernest Gazely (cw)
42 ¢ Stanley Holland (ce)

11 ¢ James Dellar (cw)

Hemingford | 72 ¢ George Duncombe (ce) 56 ¢ James Webb (engine driver, cement | 56 ¢James Webb (engine driver,
works) cement works)
77 ¢ Percy King (cw) 95 ¢ William Smith (ce)
95 ¢ William Smith (ce)
106 ¢ James Fitzgerald (foremaBaxon
Cement Works)
Hobart 9 ¢ Coulson (ce) 13 ¢ Charles Bedford (cl) 10¢ L. C. Webb (cement chemist)
11 ¢ William Flack (ce) 51¢ G. Chapman (cw)
13 ¢ Charles Bedford (cl) 159¢ P.H. Bradford (fitter, cement
27 ¢ Herbert Whitehead (cement works)
miller)
33¢ Treathway (cw)
Hope 24 ¢ William Blee (ce)
Madras 2 ¢ William Gilbey (cw) 24 ¢ Frederick Cornwell (cw)
13¢ Percy Turpin (cw)
24 ¢ Frederick Cornwell (cw)
Malta 37¢ George Anderson (cl) 25 ¢ George Butler (cement worker) 45 ¢ Alfred Woolnough (ce)
Marmora 21 ¢ David Wright (manager, 6 ¢ Ernest Gazely (cement worker)
Romsey Cement & Lime Works)
Mill Road 223¢ J. Lamb (clerk, cement worky [305] ¢ Offices of Romsey Town Cement an 267 ¢ William Stearn (cw)
267¢ J. Stearn (cw) Lime Co. 307¢ A. Watkins (cw)
328¢ Baires (cw) 267 ¢ William Stearn (cw) 380¢ James Ray (cw)
380¢ Ernest Reed (kiln attendant) | 380¢ James Ray (cw) A. Macintosh & Sons Ltd, Cam Iro
388¢ George Lloyd (cement miller] 390¢ Charles Goodwin (cement burner) Foundry
390¢ Charles Goodwin (cement
burner)
Romsey 11 ¢ Stevenson (foreman, cement | 18¢ Albert Allsworth (cw) 18¢ A. Allsworth (cw)
Road) works) 28 ¢ Edwin Stevenson (foremaogement 25¢ W.J. Fitzgerald (foreman,
Romsey works) cement works)
Terrace 28 ¢ Edwin Stevenson (foreman,

23 ¢ W. Smith ¢w)

cement works)
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Road 1910 1920 1940
Ross 199¢ Albert Shipp (cw)
{ G t KA| 71¢Harry Marchant (ce) 71¢ Harry Marchant (ce

76 ¢ John Williams (kiln attendant)
Sedgewick 114¢ Albert Brown (cw)
Seymour 10¢ L.C. Pettit (cw) 25¢ John Ruffells (cw)

22 ¢ William Day (engine driver, Atlas Work{ 35¢ Harry Peck (cw)
25¢ John Ruffells (cw)
35 ¢ William Peck (cw)

Stockwell 34 ¢ W. Kitchener (foreman ceme
works)
Suez 2 ¢ Fred Groom (cement tester) 10¢ S. Brown (cl) 59 ¢ Albert Prime (ce)
4 ¢ Richardson (cl) 21¢ Job Bendall (cw) 108¢ H.W. Loates (cw) 112
6 ¢ James Secker (cl) 41 ¢ William Gladwell (cw) Claude Kinsey (cw
33¢ Bertram Morell (ce) 43 ¢ Winthrop Bendall (cw) 123¢ Leonard Woods (stoker,
? ¢ Palmer (ce) cement works)
Thoday 115¢ A. Clarke (cw)
118¢ William Allpress (cw)
Vinery 33¢ Charles Pragnell (ce) 25¢ William Minns (cw) 25¢ William Minns (cw)
53¢ William Bell (cw) 97 ¢ William Wisbey (cw)
97 ¢ William Wisbey (cw) 140¢ Herbert Covill (cw)

There are human interest stories here, suchtad of Edwin Stevenson, foreman, who was in No. 11
Romsey Road in 1910, then moved to No. 28 for 1920 and 1940. A better or bigger Aadsbe

case of the Stearns, with J Stearn living at No. 267 Mill Road, replaced by William Stearn by 1920 and
1940. Was Wiamthe son of J, or walse the sameWilliam Stearn who lived at No. 8 Brookside in

1910, making him possibly a brother?

What can readily be seen, however, is the evident lack of a clear promotional path in the cement
industry. Mr. Stevenson remained a foreman floirty years, as did William Stearn as a cement worker
and Henry Newman (Brookfield Cottages) as a brick maker. Willestoey (Vinery Road) carried on as
a cement workefor twenty years or more, as did James Ray (Mill Road), and there are many more
examplesPurkis dissertatiorfocused on social conditions in RoeegsTown in the intewar period?®

The cement workers we at the far end of Mill Road on the chalky fen edge in the area called Brookfields,
near the Bury to Newmarket railway line, a district with a certain degree of exclusivity

Cement workers were unskitl and urdzy A 2 Y A 8 SRatherA 1S 5¢ . ¢Q

He was oly a little man and he used to have to get in the truck with all the slack coal and push the
slack into the hold that would feed the kilns to make the cement. He used to go home absolutely
black. Then you used to have to stand him in his little old kitatiéma funny old brown sink. Mother
used to have the copper on day in, day out and he used to stand and be washed down on top. When
he was taken into the kitchen, ewdrody had to get out of the way

The standard of living of the family was well belowttbfthe skilled workers. His wife was a frequent
customer of the pawnbrokers, took an empty can down to the College kitchens for free soup and
accepted police boots for the children to wear. She supplemented the family income by fruit picking in the
summe and constantly scrimped and 'made do' to keep them above the poverty line. Several other
women in the row of cottages did undergraduates' washing. Working and living conditions were made
worse by the white dust that blew everywhere. There was nowherenfen to protect their cans of tea

and sandwiches, so the children had to take these to their fathers before they went to school.

Despite the links between the cement works and the building trade, builders as directors, no attempts
were made to unionisehte workers

®Purkis (1982),pd My MdpP
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He never talked about a union. Maybe there was one, but he never mentioned it.

Yet as a man who had been a Wesleyan Sunday School teacher, who voted Labour as far back as his
daughter could remember, there appears to have been no ideoloaraier that would have prevented
him joining if he had been approached.

Wages were poor and seem to have fluctuated with the prevailing market conditions. The family
knew what poverty was when the depression came

but for a conscientious worker thereas job security, and he worked there for forty eight years until
retirement long after the family had grown up and set up homes of their own.

While it is probable that the great majority of the manual workers at the works lived in the East
Romsey Town age information on the 1911 census transcribed by the Trumpington Local History
Groupis revealing1911 was shortly after the works had been established, and theiddteates

that those in more managerial roles livedmore affluent area$.

Address Name Occupation Origin

Trinity House, Hills Road| Henry Campion Apthorpe Director Limited Company, Norman Cement Company Cambridge

Perlethorpe, Hills Road | Henry Turvey Director Sales Manager & Secretary of Portland Cemq Ordsall, Notts
Company
Southacrel.atham Road | Frederick Henry Hatch Consulting Mining Engineer London

Apart from the more expensive address, the origin of Messrs Hatch and Turvey indicates a wide scope of
recruitment. This may, of course, also have been true for those living in BaseRadt is quite likely that

the founding of the works attracted a workice from far beyond Cambridgklr Hatch has been included as
there can have been little other demand for a consulting mining engineer than for marl quagnyinether

in East Romseyr at some other site.

The Brookfields Aeain 1938

The 1938 map below shows some significant developments on what was present in the early to mid
1920s. It can be suggested thatilding on the social reforms t¢iie Edwardian perid, and possibly
reflectingtheK2 YS&4 F2NJ KSNRS&Q Y22R F2ff26Ay3 (GKS CAl
embark upon an expansion which went beyond the bounds of the Victorian and Edwardian period.
This saw new housing development all around the city, particularly in the southemtduadertaken

by a mix of the pulat and private sectors, and underpinnitigs were the first attempts at

streamlining the increasing amount of road traffic.

6 http://www.trumpingtonlocalhistorygroup.org/resources_census1911.htfike reference:
Trumpington_CensusTranscript_1911.pdf
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Figure23 19380rdnanceSurvey map athe Brookfields areadirdnance
Survey /AGB Envinomental Ltd)

Hence,in 1938we can see the dyginning of the Cambridgeutheast ring roadhat ran from

o NF K'Y w2l R (afdgdvedcdeds tang@tactd of Ianh&which had bedought up
by both private developers and the Citpthcil. Subsantial areas of previously seragricultural land
were now opened up for development, new estates were planaedthe 1930ssemthad arrived
(though alongsidd@rooks Radl Yy R/ 2 f R Krlangél thes¢hbugeSwere terraced The map
shows how housingill be developed on these new sitdbe vagueness of the sketch taken as
indicative, not actual, developmeniRadegund, Birdwood, Perne, Caligre, Greville (where the then
Mayor of Cambridgeilderman Briggshad his house bui{fNo 1, Greville Rgl) and Hobart in the

south; BrooksRoad / 2f RKI YQa [lyS>Y w2aa {GNBSG | Simklar.

development took place around Cherry Hinton, with the Orchard Estate being notatiscrete
layout of quite spacious housesdtose poximity to the Norman Wrks.

Once tte ring roadalignment had beemealised the cement worksind Burnsidevould effectivdy be
somewhat cut off from Romsey Town of which they Ipaglviously been a continuatiohe Norman,
Saxon and Atlas @vkswere alsothere, little different from fow theyhad beenin the late 1920¢
indeed, it is surprising that no new excavation the Norman Workss shown. Tie Romseyown
Lime andCementCam Foundry and Iron &kkswasthere too, identified asfoundryQcement
production having ended in 1915

1938 was the year that Cambridge Airport commenced operatwoith, the effect thatsubsequently
Fff GKS 2LISy fFyR { &N yaES aySINNISKR 20F / 2f RKI YQA&
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The Brookfields Aeain 1950

Figure24 1950 Ordhance Survey map difie Brookfields areadrdnance
SurveyAGB Environmental Lxd

In the immediate post war period there was little change in the actual form of indgstry
modernisation would come later and the Saxon and Norman workgpear to haveemained on the

map (Figre 24 much the same as they had been befoike Atlas Vérks wasstill there, though by

the 1950s used more as a depot thimn any production. What is noticeable about the factoriethst
excavation around the Saxondiks (vhat is nowthe Army Reservéake) appeasto have reached &

full extent. Indeed, thisvas also the cas@a the 1925 mapand the works was officially closed down in
1928, thereafter being used more for storage than any productive Egeavation around the Norman
Works, though, had expanded considerably; all the land lying southfofC  YQ& [y S 2 ¢
Saxon Wirks has been quarried (noted amsarl pitQ) only theArmy Reserveuarry is inundated

There has been some additional building at both the Norman and Saxon gtwrkke east of the
Norman, ando the west, almgside the brook, of the Saxon. However, the discontinuation of rail links
to the Saon and Atlas \&rks seems tepeak for their declining consequence, both of which have
more or less become neproductive.The old Romsey Towtime and Cement Wrks is now only

noted a foundryIslightly offmap).

The actual layout of thenewhdga A y3 | £ 2y 3 t SN¥YS FyR . NR2@rly NRBI |
indicated in 1938js nowshown as idMontreal Square anthe newhousing around Nuttings Road.

The Isolation Hospital is now the Brookfields Hospiked Burnside allotments hae evidenty been
laidout,anddi A& Ff a2 Of SI NJ (K eiiS Ealll \VERKS R £ &Cpadziil KA NILZ2ENIIN.
Lane. There is a new buildingpossibly a tram depot)ying alongside the Tins fqmith where it meets
BrookfieldsBurnside, accessed by tlkeenciete bridge whichpresently lies next to the new Tins

bridge It should, however, be appreciated th@rdnanceSurvey maps are based on what existed a

year or more prior tdheir publication.
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Reconstruction of the Norman Works

In 1949 the NormaiVorks wascomprehensively rebuil the old 1900 buildings being replaced by
gKIFEG olFlaArAortte gta | @SNEB I NBS whickssipedededte (I | S
SINIASNI WRNEQ 1 A f,Wasleplac&NAsiDWaE Moore/statehis Wak & a8 NJ
down version of the&shoreharnkilns(then considered as statef-the-art by owners Blue Circleand

was the first in Britain to be fitted from the start with a Fulégate cooler, supplied under license by
Vickers ArmstronQ

Norman: Original Plant Norman: Later Plant
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25— Kiin A1 8 :
Figure25 Sketch of theold Norman Works Figure26 Sketch of thenew Norman Works
layout1900s DylanMoore) layout 1949 DylanMoore)

F|gure 27 Aenal photo of the new Norman Work Flgure IB 1948 view over Cambrldge with the Norman
undated though probably late 1950s (CUCAP, De Works in the middle distance
Geography, Univsity of Cambridge) (http://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/image/eaw01411)3

Theaerial photographin Figure27, taken from the east looking towards Romsey Tostmgwsclearly

the reconstructed Norman tks. Gone is the complex of Edwardian buildings, replaced by the new
long shed, the single new chimney at the west end, and the large silos at the eaSthendew
buildingwasnot what could be considered an architectural irmpement.The original excavation pit
02 GKS 62NJ] aQ A YY dRdisusadSs iyhashhBcneerdraws tonder thefar

30



MILL ROAD HISTORY PROJECT BUILDING REPORT East Romsey Cement Works

pit, running alongsidéhe railway towards the Saxondkks (which is out of the picture), is evident, as
is the newer piin the immediate foreground in which a digger can be seen at work. This pit is not
shown on the 1950 £& map. Theoad acces$o the worksis shown running east of the site and
O0SYRAY3I y2NIK (2 /2t RKIFIYQa [lySo

The alignment of the disused railway is ¢leanning to the south of Burnside and across Perne Road
and Coleridge Road. The 1930s housing (Radegund, Birdwood, Perne, Coleridge, Grevillestelpbart,
is evident, and the land between the new railway and Cherry Hinton Brook, which would later be
excavated, is still fields.

Figure28 is a photograph taken in 1948, looking east over the tity. NJ] SNDa t A SOS Ol y
near right foreground, with the line of Mill Road extending edste railway can be seen as a black

line crossing from soutto north. Beyond the mass of housing an opghite-isharea can be seen

amongst the fields, with a smoking chimney. This is the Norman Véork#s pits The line of the old
railway is still discernible to the right (south) of the works. To the leftt(nas the openness of

/| 2f RKFYQa /2YY2y3>S gAGK 'y FNBF 2F dzy ARSYGAFAS

Below arethree photographsillustrating the appearance of the workaround this time Figure32
shows the newly installed kiln C1, which was the m&jlm in the works, built by Vickers Armstrong
and operating from 1949 to 1984.

Figure29 h&new Norman Wrks seen from Figure30 h&new Norman Wrks seerin the

/ 2f RKI Y &osslthe gl piging between it distancefrom the as yet unfinished Barnwell
and the Saxon \fks) (CQ Road taken as being in the early 1960s

Joa 73 ) Par T ¥

Figue 31  iew of the wash mill (a mechanism Figure 2 Kiln C1 (see Figure25 above) after
to wash marl prior to processing it) area and the installation in 1949 (brman Collection / Dylan
new Normanworks (CT Moore)

"TaA1S t SYiRiNBE [ laySS CambridghlNeRIBD =
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While the new Norman \WWks wasas Dylan Moore statesjow (a) relatively small plarX buoyed up
by low maintenance costs on its simple prod@psoduction increasedght up to the point of its
closure, as can be seen in Fig@8below.

120000
100000 -
80000 -
60000 A
40000 -
20000 ‘

0 4

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990

|—Dry Wet Total |

Figure33 Norman Worksproduction appioximate tonnes
per year(Dylan Moore)

A description of the operation of the reconstructed Norman Worlgivenin Appendix B an account
by one Pam Carr of an outing by the Greater London Industrial Archaeology Society to the Works in
August 1980, wheit was owned and operated by Blue Circle.

Development of the Ring RoadNew Residential Areas, and thddSingdown of the
Cement Works

Land WePlanninglssues

Research undertaken in the Cambridge City Council Planning Department cast a lighteupstary
of the area from a planning perspective.

Cambridge Planning Proposé1950¥

The Town and Country Planning Act of 1947 required all local authorities, in this case Cambridge
CountyCouncilithe borough in thos&laysnot having responsibiltfor town planning)to prepare
comprehensive development plans for the area under their jurisdiciondicating the manner in
which a local planning authority propasthat land in their area should be us@@he procedure first
required analysis of the existing conditions before any forecasts and proposals could be made
concerning future development. €County Guncilcommissioned Sir William Holford with Henry
Myles Wright to draft a&ounty development plan.

¢tKS FT20dza 27 brenfove@adfoliraffic adudd theity,a@and there was little atton

to the cement works area:

1 larger factoresareto be encouraged to develop around Barnwell (off Cromwell Rasi3moke
andfumes can blow clear of the tovth

1 concerning the lsalk pits areaits future use was zoned foVar Departmenfassumedly referring
to what is now theArmy Reserve centjewith the rest beingundetermined

W Holford and H Myles WrighGambridge Planning Proposé&mbridge: Cambridge University Press, 1950).
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The final Development Plan was suitted to government in 1952.
County Development PlaRepat & Written Analysis. Part(L.952)

This Report and Analysis by tmunty Planning Deartmentl O a LJ- NIBANR GG y1Qa aBrOS
the Development Plan: explaining, justifying and elaliog on the plan as shown on a map.

Relevant to the cement works is:

1 As concernsommercial mineralsthe area around Brookfields has resources which arevefa
good qualityand are avery important economic asset

1 TheBritish Portland Cement sitg Cherry Hinton (Norman Works) hasaentlybeenrebuilt,
demonstrating confidence in future production;

1 If demand increasesurther areas may be requirédor quarrying,but no land is allocated in the
plan as current reserves are deemed sufficient.

(Mineral Planning Permission was granted in 1951 (CB. 50.226), after a public enquiry. The quarries
were classified as dormany1998.)

A Guide to the Cambridge PIEI956)

By the mid1950s in conformity with the Town and Country Planning Ao, changing social,
economic and physical conditions necessitated\aew of the development plan leading, in effect, to
asecond gengtion. With each iteration, the plans became wider in scope and the evident need to
better engage the public in the process was acknowledgedigestiblesummary of thel956Plan was
written by Derek Senior of th€ounty Planning &partment.

Though tke planning depament had prepared several langse plandor parts of the borouglin the

1920s and 30s, the 1956 Plappears to be the first onto refer specificallyto the land affected by the
cement works. Essentiallyye land waglivided into two zoes thenorth¢c¥F N2 Y / 2 f RKI YQa
the railway , and the southg from the railway to Cherry Hinton Brook. The former was zoned for
continued mineral workings and indust§yand the latter forproposedX mineral workings and
industryQacknowledged as probabit taking placeuntil the 1970s.

Theimplicationisthat the Norman Works was considered as having a viable future, and could provide
valued employment, should it be able ¢éxpand its quarrying activities

Quarry expansiopoints to an issue that was bound to arise as more housing wasagmain the

area conflicting land uses. When the Saxamd Norman works were established in the 1900s there
were few residential uses in direct proximity. However, this changed throughout the early part of the
20" century as Romsey Town expanded easerhHinton expanded west, and the lands lying north
of Cherry Hinton Road were filled iRomplaints from neighbouring residential areas about dust and
noise pollution from the Norman Works were to mount particularly in the second half of the century.

Reportonthe First Revier of the Town Map for Cambridg@&967)

Prepared by the County Planning Department, this planning review cartanWritten Statemenft)
which acts as a policy, that the@cil willonly approveproposals for nevndustrial development
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within the city thatwould employfive or lesspersonnel Existing industries would be permittedhly
moderate expansionThe implicaton is that the Guncilwas seekingo promote moresmallscale
workshogype industry that would supposedly be less pollutitigzould be assumed that this would
encouragdarger industriego locate outside of the city boundary.

The review containsosne interesting statistics undeEstimates of Insured Employé2s

Employed imuarrying & mineral products
1951 1957 1959

377 417 369

These figures essentially describe the workforce employed in the Norman, Saxon and Atlas works, the
latter two beingused as depotand forstorage and distributionThe figures might also include Cherry
Hinton Pit, which was worked until the 1980s, and the quarry that is now Milton Country Park.

The review also gives an indication of the extent of mineral workings:

Mineral workings: area in acse
1949 1959 1971

101 107 an extra 6¢

The extrab9 acresestimated for 1971 probably refers to quarrying expansion on the land between the
railway and Cherry Hinton Brook.

The Land Use Analysis parttbe 1961 reviewocusedparticularlyon the appraisabf land use issues.
It noted/confirmed that:

1 the land north and south of the railway alignmeastzoned asmineral/chalkQ

1 in 1949 the Norman Wrksrequired61.6aaes, in 1952it required74.1and in195966.7acres;

1 quarried land suth of the railwayin 1949consisted oD acres and in1952and 1959 o063
acres;
the Limekiln RoadCherry HintonJeast quarry consisted ih949 1952 and 1958f 20.9acres;
the Limekiln RoadCherry Hinton)Vest quarry inl949consisted 6 10.9 acres then in1952of
19.9acres, then il 9590f a reducedl4.4acres.

il
1

An implication of this may be that an end to marl extraction, and cement produatias being
recognised as probably coming to an end. However, provisimutd be needed to ensureits short,
and maybe medium, term productiomas ensured.

The Brookfields feain 1967

By the time tle mapin Figure 34 (belowyas produced, the pattern of contemporary urban
development in east Romsey Town had been well established. Theadgs integral to the fabric of
the areg the 1930s housing has become central to the urban pattern, and the only area yet to be
developedwas the Tiverton Way estate behind the 1930s hogsatong Perne Road (where it
effectively halved the Burnside alinents), and the block of flats next to the Atlas site.
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The Romsey Towiime and Cement Works/foundry has gone, replaced by the Magnet bowling alley
and the Priory Motors garage. Seymour Street is in place, and there has been hod8irithe site

of the old coprolite pit east of the Brookfields Hospital. The disused railway alignment is being in
filled, by such as the Scout centre on Perne Road and the Girl Guides hut. Thergandmt the

junction of Brookfields and the ring road. The Saxon Works has disappeared, replaced by the
Territorial & Auxiliary Volunteer Reserve Centre, with some associated housing. However, as can be
seen from Figure 35 below (1973), the Atlas ks not yet been cleared.

Figure34 19670rdnanceSurvey map athe Brookfields
area QrdnanceSurvey /AGB Environmental Ltd

Excavation for the Norman dvks has exgnded onto the land south of the railway, amdhat had

previously been farntand acpossthe brook from Burnsid¢farmed according to Keith Lagdoloy Bob

Dellar, who raised pigandpoultry and grew sugar beeig now being quarried resulting in the
disappearance of theeries of buildingthat had been therethough the footbridge renains.Marl

from this quarry was transported over the Tins and the railway to the Works by a conveyor just east of
the footbridge over the railway (sdagure35 below).
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i - l,w‘-&““": Jre— ! R R ... f T e’ L

‘ Figure 35 Aerial vie of thetls Works and the early Iayotoanm Reserve
centreo i 1 Sy FTNBY . ARg S thé Alds siyg, 2963s@pPliecdoF AlandzOG A 2y 2 F
Brighan)

Figure 35 above shows the Atlas Worgady forauction by Bidwell & Sons in 19@By this time the
buildings of the works wereonsiderably reduced from their earlier state, and almost half the land
(the southern part) appears to be used and overgrowrMost of the land is now (2015) occupied by
{ I Ay &ao dzNE Q awitkiadzlat$ol MfbraEbl&hbusingbn the overgrown landOne or two
houses frontingorii 2 / 2f RKIF YQa [l yS oOoLINBadzylofeée 2NRARIAYI f
from the auction, and stand where the present superk® fuel station is situatedAcross Cherry
Hinton Brook lies theéArmy Reserve centren the site of the Saxon Works. This was the earlosr-
rise,form of thebase. It was rebuilt, without the row of houses alongsilde brook, in the late 1980s.
At this time, 1968, there was no Barnwell Road conecto the Newmarket Road.

The Brookfields feain 1973

(OrdnanceSurveyAGB Environmental Ltd).
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By 1973 the extent ahe continuedquarryingcan be s€ y @ YCAKRSRf S Q Lahalk piplias 6 S f €
grown to take up about half of its eventual sidéne pit ign operation, so it is not inundated, and the
conveyor to the Norman Works can be clearly sedhfour pitslying to the northof the railwayare

shown to be disusednd filledtin ¢ the disposal of general waste in tladandonedpits being

sanctioned byhe authorities which hasconsequentlyled tothe site® beng defined as contaminated

land. Onlyth NA I3A Y b2NXIYy LAGZI 6KAOK fahe§andhiddibges Sy
known astheg | & K Y, JsdefFiguré&l) viasSnot used for dumping and never became

contaminated.

The only actual lake is what is now known asAhey Reservéake, originally being quarried for the
Saxon Works. It reached its full extent prior to the 1@¥8nanceSurvey map, shortly before the
Works went out of production.

Other changes since 1967 ara | NE K| f f Q&4 Kl & o0& y2¢ SEGShHRBR Al
site is still undeveloped A y T I Ol orRiNJfagBf O3 B h X Bikly BA et R (K S
railwayto Barnwell Road has not yet beeammencedthough it can be seen that the alignment land

hasbeenreservéd ' YR | aYlff Wg2NJ aQ KIa o0SytheSafilr of A
GKS /2t RKIYQAa [ | yibrks Maskvemually to beddmB BSIoy L HKA@ A (83
AYRAZAGNAL £ Q dz&S NBYFAYAYy3I Ay GKS |NBF FFGEGSN i

The threephotographs belowHRigures37, 38 and39) give an indication of what tharea around

Cherry Hinton Brool@nakey Path looked like in ti®60s. Irthe rather grainyFigure37, the

landscape is quite bare, and the brook looks more like a drain than a stream. An adult and a child can
be seen walking along Snakey Path with the bulk of the Norman Works in front of them. The land on
the north gde of the brook (on the righty yet to be excavated. FiguB8 shows the meeting of

Snakey Path and Burnside. Again, there aréefaer trees than in 2014 the willows in particular are
absent.The car is parked on the alignment of the old railwdiie bridge that currently gives access

to the lakes. Figuregives an impression of how the works dominated all or most views in the area.

‘i:‘: . 1
ot - Ny

3 & BT
. t I A

Figu ¥ Norman Works viewed fr Figre B8 Snaley Path and Burnside in the
Cherry HintorBrook (CL 1960s(C0)
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Figure ®

iew of the Norman Works from the then newly builiS . SRS Q& & OK 2 @dmbridlg@Néwy' i [ S

Architecture)

LocalObjectionsover Air and Noise #llution

Marl quarrying and cement production are manifestly bad neighbouenyresidential area Not
only are theprocessesntrinsicallynoisy and dusy, but often adaptions to thenanufacturingprocess
to mitigate pollution can come to bstreamlinedin order to secure profitabilityather than local
environmental conditions.

A seriesof complaints from local residents over nejslustand smekfrom the Norman Worksrose
andwere recorded by th&€€ambridgeNewgEvening NewsThe publicity given to these complaints
necessarilstimulatedthe Works toimprove its antpollution measuresSome of he reports are
summarised chronologically below:

T

T

9 March 1%4: the Works closes down due to a breakdown in the filter system. A petition had
been signed by locals a few years earlier (over dust pollytion)

8 October 1%5; many complairgt over dust are recorded. The Norman Works is labelled by
Councillor R May (Romsey) psblic nuisance No.G1

12 December 1B2: aglass fibre con@ocally known aghe bikiniQis placedon top ofthe 150ft
chimney to improvesmokedispersal Thereare also general improvement work@o reducedust
collecion andsmelk;

4 July 193: aproximatelythirty residents of Burnsidsign a petition andhreaten to withhold
their council rates until something is done about noise from the site, which they state is
unbearabl@The residents includ&eith Lagdon (58 Brookfields), Sidney Ch@lisBurnside),
Sidney Westwood (93), Philip Suckling (97), Kathleen Green (99), Sidney Cornish (Mr & Mrs) (109
and Ethel Ward ({see FigurdObelow). Westwood sgsthat effluentisgoing into the brooland
killingthe fish. Challis statesyears agal K A & ¢ lparadise. Now Reéibfbok stinksVhilelan
McLeod, the Worktmanager denid effluent wasflowing into the brookthat it wasonly general
run-off, Lagdon (who still resides in Brookfields) states that the flow of the brook often uded to
milky-white.
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g

Figure4_0 Burnside residents gthered in ft of the
Works to state their complaintsCambridge News

16 March196Y ( KS 2 2 NJGbodSHBey &orddEriployment is recorded dg0.

The question arises over wisych complaints were not recorded earlidhe Works had been in

operation since 1904 and must have been noisy and dirty oveB@hears prior to the first complaint
being noted in the press. Perhaps the Works had been intensifying its production in its last years, and
58ty a2 2 NFB qationdidurBBab®e) dokdNdlicate a steady increase. Equally, perhaps
LIS2 L) $Q& SELISOGEGAZ2Y 2F | Ot SHYSNI SYygaANRYyYSy

Noteworthyis the fact that in the 1970s, many of the citizens in the western gitte city, and
particularly students and staff #he University, werecompletelyunaware of this industrial part of the
city and the protkems the local residents faceghn illustration of thetown and gowi§iactor.

The Brookfields fea in 1984

TRS mMdpyn YIFILI 6CAIdz2NE nmo Of SFNI & akKz2ga GKS FAy.
of the railway. It is taken that deep excavation is shown on the land opposite Burnside, while
preliminary excavation is indicatdry the dashed lines arourtie YA RRf SQSIF FRQ KIS G a @
is, however, an incongruity here. Asthe works§lé8 R2 6y Ay wmMpynI K2%| D Az
pits be quarried to the depth they currently have, espdc f A RIKISSQ LA G 6 KA OK A
being almost termeters deep? The only explanation must be that the map is based on outdated
information, and that there must have been arcateration in quarrying in the Wka 1Qst few years.

39



MILL ROAD HISTORY PROJECT BUILDING REPORT East Romsey Cement Works
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Figurel 7 1984 OdnaceSure mp of e Brookfields area
(OrdnanceSuwey / AGB Environmental Ltd)

The older pits thatlay SG 6 SSy / 2daRddHe Yainayhaebeén filled mostlywith waste
material, though the wash mil{pit, immediately north of the Work$ias not

It may be supposed thd&lue CircléNorman Woks) commenced this new quarrying, which was to

take in a large tract of land in close proximity to areas of expanding urban use,prethiamptionthat

the resulting pits would be filleth, rehabilitated and used for residential or commercial usleere

was little or no intention of creating lakes.

| 2dzaAy3 Ay GKS I NBI KFa SELIYRSRd ¢g2 ySég Sail
School, and the other taking up the western section of the Burnside allotm&hésAtlas site has
beenteRS @St 2 ISR T2 NJ { I and&ad pakkhiEopenaidI N, | NJ S i

The Draft Romsey Local PI§h983

The City Council Planning Department undertook the preparation of the 1983 Draft Romsey Local Plar
reflecting the then popularity of locabsl, communitybased planning.

This draft was intended to inform and feed into tsebsequenbfficial Romsey Local Plah 1986 It
differs from thefinal 1986plan in some respects. Focusing ®he Chalk Pits Comp&gection 12)
the documentseesthearea@a NA LIS F2NJ YIF 22NJ OKIy3aSs OadAay3a i

supermarket, thevindingdownof Blue Circl@d 2 LISN} G A2y a> | YR LINR L2 &SF
development of the Blacklands alloents for housing.

| 2yaSldzSyidfes NBO2 3 gohtdbltiprito locl, Bpeh Ipde dDd rectationSayidi A |
its physical assetste then twolakes)the main thrust was to limit development of theouthern and
western parflsouth of the rdway)to open space usé&€¥andto conserve its wildlife character.

Policies andtatements:
On theArmy Reserve centre
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T

lff2¢ G(KS G(KSYy RSAANBR SELI yarAzy 2F GKS y$§
Brook onto theArmy Reservéand ¢ the purpose is not spelled out, though it may have been
for parkingor storage

The Blue Circle Industries (BSitg:

)l
T

T

= =

the western pitd £ 2 y 3 / 2 f Br&donédas an[attive®mestic refuse tiQ

the wash mil{kite and two pits further eastgivards Cherry Hinton) are defined &éiledQ
domestic refuse tips;

south of railwayare the marl reserve&, the Burnside lake is floodedand used as water
resource for theNorks while theeastern marl quarngit is not flooded, and land further
east isin arableQuse(the eastern pit has not yet been fully excavated);

BCl are likely to continue manufacturing cement on site for several years and possibly over
the whole plan perio@yet it hasoutline plans for modernisatigrand forwhenthe plant
ultimately closes;

methane recoveryvill be permitted on all refusdilled pits to power théNorks,thoughany
excesawvill be used elsewhere;

should there be nanethaneextraction the filledCits could be used foracnmercial
development though a posble playgroundis identifiedsouth of Wolsey Way

the western @tivetip6 2y / 2f RKI Y Q& filed gy 987/88and it shéuittlien 6 S
be used for methanextractionor, if not, for agricultural or recreational us€s

the actual NormarWorks siteis zoned fottight industrial or warehousingse;

the wash mil{kite ¢ BCI expressed its intention to use it agfuse tip,though the ©@uncil
states its desire tdry to secureatemporary use asunique informal recreation area of
wildlife interesQ

the marl reservegsouth of the railway)The unquarried land is owndwy a private trusQ
andBClcannot state whether the reserves will be needddhé landis not quarried the
private trusvantsthe northern part (bythe railway)to be develpedfor housing to be
accessed vi€helwood Roadand thesouthern partto be usedor recreation connected to
the SpinneyPart ofthe marl reserv€land owned byPeterhousemayprobably notbe
qguarried as underground servicesuld be difficult to reroute;

the Burnside pitand the marl pitthe unflooded and notyet-fully quarried eastern pit)
should not be used farefuse disposaas it issurrounded by housingnd & . SRS Qa ¢
However, bycombininglhe two pits there might be th@otential for waer-based
recreationand non-motorised boating, divingnd & fishindQ The city council will seek to
explore this potential with BCI & Peterhouse to decide thrgglterm future of these sit&®
generally, apolicy of sensitive management could conseavel enhance the wildlifeébf the
area south of the railwayConcerning wrries about accesandtraffic, vehicle access
should be via theurrent BClaccessan2 / 2f RKF YQa [ yST

the Blacklandsllotments¢ thoughPeterhousewnould prefer the land to be eveloped for
housing the @uncilwill not permit it, as avaluableamenity;

Cherry Hinton Brook is recognised forutdueas an attractive natural featur®and
measures should be undertakenéahance its environment along its whole coursigh
improvements including dootpath alongits northern side and seating;

There should beree plantingthroughoutto enhance the appeara® of the area
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The draft plan notethat the policiesconcerning thechalk pits complesshould be viewed as
flexible, andshouldonly form a basidor future discussion ovewnhat is likely to be @onsiderable
period of timeQ

Existing landises at he time are shown ifigure42 below, while proposed land uses are shown in
Hgure43further below.

Army Reserve (then TAVétle
1: staff house®

2: general TAVRacilities

3: the lakeQ

4: the assault cours@

5: vacant land2

BCl site

6: ready mix cement worky
7. active refuse tiR

8: liquid waste disposé&l
9: wash mil

10: staff housing

11: filled refuse tipQ
12: main cement work@
13: marl reseve

14: marl quarngQ

15: Burnside lak@

Figure42 Existing uses, Draft Romsey Local
Plan, 1983adapted fromOrdnanceSurvey)

A: shopping2

B: new facilitie®

C: gas extractio® primarily open spad@
D: domestic refuse tif3

E: industrial estateQ

F: gas extractiof industrial estat®
G:K2dzaAy3Q

H: recreatior

J: allotmentL2 primarily open spad@
K: primarily open spad@

M: staff housing

L: assault course extensitn

Figure43 Proposals, Draft Romsey Local Plan,
1983(adapted fromOrdnanceSurvey)
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From the text of the draft plan the impression can be gdithat Blue Circle essentialljshed to
be left alone to winddown its businesaccording to its own schedule. It is likely that by 1983 the
decreasing profitability and feasibility of the Norman Works gaserallyacknowledged: there
was little marl Idt to quarry south of the railway; transporting marl from elsewhere would be
costly; the plabwas becoming increasingly al#ted; housing development was hemming it in;
public and political opinion was becoming more criticat®impact on the neighbotiood; the
number of employed was decreasing.

Nonethelessit seems that redevelopment othe area was noa priority, and considerable leeway
gl a IAAOSY (2 2LA2ya F2N) . £dzS / ANDESQa YIFEAYA.

Other poirts of particular interest are:

1 t S{ S NXphagdosit® Band which comprised part of the-guarried marl reservein
Hgure43 above, Cndicates the area Peterhouse was proposinghifousing, to be
accessedpresumablyyia Chelwood Road. This developmbassubsequently akenplace,
to form the Haystor Drivédarcombe Roatkesidentialarea However, the area identified as
HQwas prgosed for recreation. This is now where the Spinney School is located, along with
some recreation land. The wooded aretater to become theSpinneyHayster Protected
Open Spad@n the 2006 Local Planwas left urzoned.

1 The newlybuilt § A Yy a Gujzdtdatkét (on the old Atlas site) was expected to need land
for expansion, and the only land available was on part ofAtray Reserve centrghe old
Saxon site) across Cherry Hinton Brook. The assumption is that the need was for extra
parking spacewhich was subsequently developed, leaving the brook and the footpath
somewhat beleaguered

1 TheArmy Reserveor TAVR as it waslledin the draft plan wanted to redevelop its base.
The mainly onestorey shedsvere to be replaced by more substantial builgs, and the
small row ofsemidetachedhouses lying alongside the brook were to go. The training
assault coursdargelyon the southsideof the Army Reservéake, was texpandinto the
triangle-shaped piece dfind between the Tinand the railway. Tlialso never occurred,
and the land is currently a littestrewn thicket.

1 The Staff housin@identified at M(bn the map above must reflect land use which is evident
on Q'S mapgrom 1950to, at the latest, 1991, where a block, puesably of housing, is
shown. It § probable that this was housing associated with Amemy Reserveantre, though
this has not been confirmed. Currently, the site is occupiedndrany Reservehed.

1 Peterhouse, the current or former owners of the Blacklands allotments, wished to re
develop the whole site for housing. &I€ity Council recognised the higdamand for
allotments and threw cold water on the proposal.

1 The actualsite of theNorman Workss zoned for light industrial or warehousinge. The
site, nonetheless, was developed for the Holiday Inn hotel and the David Lloyd gym. How
this change otise was negotiated is not known.

The Romsey Local Pldduly 1986
By the time the 1986 Plan was officially approvéds Norman Works had finally closed down1984,
and consequenyl parts of the Plan address the future of the site andpits (filled-in, inundated or

otherwise which were now available for rdevelopment Concerning thechalk ptsCin particular: the
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changes which will occur in this area will be controlled so as to achieve the maximum benefit,
especally in the field of recreatiof

The Plan goes on to identifiynportant factors of the pits area

1 the area is avital part of the open space setting of eaSambridg&®

1 there is avariety of physical featureshichprovide important visual contrasts and natural
habitatQ

1 Cherry Hinton Brook anehost of the rest of thareaare sites of Natural History Interest

The Pla also stated that, concerning the area earlier covered by the Norman Works and ithaits

the most important area lies south of the railwgyrobably a reflection of the use of the northern pits

for waste disposal). Polici@scludedin the Plarthat directly concerned the old works site and the pits

are summarised a®llows:

1 Policy 60the open space settingill beretained by restricting future development

1 Policy 77 currentenvironmental qualitiesire to be retainedwhere possiblehy (a) restriting

development andb) corserving wildlife interest;

Policy 85the use of the disused pits for waste disposal motl normallybe permitted;

Policy 87throughroutes for pedestrianandcyclistsis to beencouraged|t is acknowledged that

Snaley Rath istoo narrowto effectively accommodatboth pedestrians and cyclists. Theng

term objectiveisto have asecondwalkway abng the north side of the brook;

1 Policy 88tree plantingandlandscapemprovement will be undertaken in conjunction with land
owners;

1 Also, some housing is proposed on the small piece of land where the Tins meets Brookfields.

il
)l

Alsostated was that if the pits south of the railway are left unfilled they should be useduaat
boating, diving, fishing, conseionand wildlifeenhancenent. It appears that it was theZodzy OA f Qa
policy of now discouraging waste disposal that led to the pits south of the railway becoming lakes.

Concerning vehicle access to the development and conservation $iee§uncilshould enter into
negadiationswith Blue Arcle and PeterhouseCollegg(being the main landowners).

Concerning ther areasn the vicinity

1 Policy 78development by Sainsbury's dime TAVRArmy Reservegide ofCherry Hinton Brools
supported in principlé€referring to theextended car park);

1 Policy 79development ofthe TAVR site for housing, general facilites anassault course will be
permitted;

1 Policy 80: the recovery of methane gas from the active refuse pits will be permitted, though if
there is no such recovedevelopment for industry will be encouraged,;

1 Policy 81this issimilar to Policy 80, though here stating that if there is no recovery of methane

the pitsshould be used for open space or agriculture;

Policy 82redevelopmentof the main works sit€should be foindustrial uses;

Policy 83 the use of liquid wast@andwash mill sites for refuse tipping will normally be permitizd

= =4
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Coldham's Lane

Figure44 odation of the policies outlined above (author)

A generalised interpretation of the 188.ocal Plan is that the area impacted by the Norman Works is
to be dividedg the land and pits south of the railway will be earmarked for recreation and
conservation, while that to the north of the railwayearmarked mainly foa mix of industry, housm
(Army Reservsite), waste disposal and the recovery of methane@asginally intended to diversify
(and cheapen) fuel consumption for the Norman Works.

This 1986 plan mirrors the 1984 draitmost aspectg the main difference being the absence of
housing on the Blacklands allotments proposed by Peterhowkeh the draft was minded to refuse.

The End of Operations at the Norman Works

As described iBPCM, ACPM, Blue Circle and Lafarge2 @S> 't/ aQa LINRPFAGA 4 S
1970s. However,othe 1980s profits were back up again, and the company, by 1978 called Blue Circle,
embarked upon a programme afodernisng its workslt has not been determined whether the

Norman Works was part of this programme, yet it can be supposed that by thatthienworks had

been earmarked for closure. In the meantime, however, operating costs would have to be kept to the
minimum.

In 1981 he Cambridge Evening NeWGENreported that the Wrks was exploring the possibilibf

using methane gas, obtained fratime wastefilled pits, to partfuel its kiln(this possibility was

reflected in the 1986 Romsey Local PJamd indeedp € ™My o ™ mTuel\Badlandfikdas/ / m Q:
In August 1983 th€ENeported a resurgence in complaints from local residents olest, yet the

public healthinspector statd that it waswithin the permitted limits. It can, nonetheless, be assumed

that, based on the history of local concern over dust and noise pollution, a good deal of local political
opposition to the Works had buiil dzLJ® ¢ KA A&AX GF 1Sy 6A0GK GKS 22NJQ
have only encouraged Blue Circle to cease operations.

TheCENeported in June 1984 that Blue Circle was engagednmogramme to findalternativejobs
for thoseprobably to be ma& unemployed It was stated that there was a staff 81:- 57 process
workers,10drivers, and24 administrative personneMarshall'smade a commitment to offer
employment to &ifth of these

Though manufacturingt the Works ceased in 198#&sultingin 91 redundancies, the site was still
used forgrinding,storage and distribution, employing 22. There was some opposition to closure,
though negotiation was fruitless and @4 January 1987, theENstated that there was official Notice
of Qosure as pat of the general Bue Circlemodernisation programmeAs Richard Attwood, manager
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of the site at the time statedthere is a typical East Anglian reaction here. They seem to have resigned
themselves to R

In January 1988 ENeported thatthe Gty Guncil Planning Bpartment (the City Quncil having taken
on responsibility for plannind)adcommenced assessment of potential new uses for the :aaeaix of
education, water sports and camping

In February 1988 ENdescribed the demolition of the 150Ehimney, whicthad been part of the 1948
modernisation. One of area's best known landmakSH stated, and there were crowds of people to
witness the event, causing some local traffic chaos. Proximity to the airport was one of the stated
reasons for demolition.

The two photographs beloshowthe Works astiwas in 1987.Figure45 showsit from Burnside

I ONRP&a (GUKS WYARRESQ f11S® b23S GKS OKFf1 WwWSaol
become far more overgrown. Figudé shows what must have bean everyday sight to travellers

along the Tisc¢approaching from the east these silos would have risen up somewhat like the towers

of a medieval castle.

Further kelow are two photographs of the demolition of the 150ft chimneyL988 The presence of a
policeman on then Tingdicatesthe need tocontrol interested onlookers.

Figured5 A 1987 view of thedisusedNorman Works ) F|gre he N.drman Works silos
from Burnside CQ the Tins footpath in 1987CQ

e

seen from

D S ——

Figure47 —he&Naman Figure49 emolition of the chimney.
2 2 NJLdffchimney CG demolition of the chimney. About to Gone. CQ

go. CQ
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Post1980s. ReDevelopment and/or Conservation

7 /. &/ NN ?T
NS Gl 5N Nradd EE
Figure50 19910rdnanceSurvey map of th&8rookfields Figure51 20020rdnanceSurvey map of the Brookfi

area OrdnanceSurvey /AGB Environmental Ltd). area OPrdnanceSurvey /AGB Environmental Ltd).
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By 1991(Figure 50) the Brookfields area was much as it had been in 1984. However, moWNdrman

Works had been demolished and the site cleared. Ndaeelopment has yet taken pladéxcavation

for marl had continued through the 1970s, and probably the early 1980s, on the land lying between
Cherry Hinton Brook and the railwas had beenanctioned in the 195&€ambridge Plan and

subsequent local development plans. BwitheasternY 2 3G LIA G 6 RANBOGf & y 2 NI
had been excavated, being the last pit the Works quarried. Both of the pits south of the railway have
become floo@d to form, along with the inundated old Saxon Works pit (nowAh@y Reservéake),

0KS GKNBS . NRr21FAStRa tF1Sad h¥ (KS LAGa teAay:
directly north of the Tins footbridge over the railway appears tastikreceivingvaste material, while
theoldg &K YAffQ LIAG KFra 0SSy Of SEINBR 2F Ada Gly

The Norman Works has completely gone, with dhyaccess road remaining. The small terrace of

two housesfronk y3 2y (12 [/ 2f R M&a Y[Asisldd piadiiBdAknty Reservsite

has been redeveloped, and the row of houses lining the brook that were assumedly part @&rthg
Reserveomplexhay 2 6 0SSy RSY2ft A4KSR FT2NJ 0KS SELI yaaiz,
Way estate has been expanded with the Buglh Close housing, and the Doggett Road area of Cherry
Hintonhas expanded westtowardsth8 F a 1 Q I { S +tf2y3 gAGK GKS { L

By2002(Figure 51) the picture remained much the sameh&@ remaining smaller building near the
washmilK I a 32y S> a4 KIFIa 0KS avylrtf G§SNNI OS 2y [/ 2f
House where cement workerdArthur Hayes and Charles Thurgood lived in 19P@. alignment of

the Tins footpath appears to be a bitvague in2doZi . SRSQ&a Kl & SELI yRSRO®
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Local Government

It should be noted, particularly at this stage of the assessmetiteo€ement works area and making
proposals foritsreRS @St 2 LIJYSy iz GKIFId GKS | NSF A& RAGARSR
Romsey, Cherry Hinton and Coleridge.

4

g Y TN Y 2
Figure52 Local government boundaries
(adapted fromOrdnanceSurvey /AGB
Environmental Ltd)

This division of the area has little or no effect on itslerelopment, but it might affect the
assessment and classification of such assets as Open, 8paessment oéin being based on
population densities per ward.

ReDevelopment of theCementWorksArea

Once disused, thBlorman Works site and tharea of thepits (filled or inundated) presented a
considerableopportunity ¢ formally for redevelopment, and informa} for amusement, thoughboth
remediation and safety measures were first required

Pits used Refuse disposal

Using @S maps and photographs, a chronology of the filling of the pits has been compiled, shown in
Figure 52above

The 1999 Review of Higa Safety and Environmental Hazards of the Blue Circle Site, undertaken by
Mott MacDonald for the City Council, gives a useful overview of the filling of the pits.

¢tKS FAEESR LAGA 200dzLle GKS fIyR y2NIkedviledd KS |
into the westernc® | QBCh Bigre 52Zbove and easterrt 5 QFY pitg, Rith the washmilQ
site lying in between.

Filling of the western pits, then known as the Biffa sitiffa workng as an agent of Blue Circle
commenced licensed dumping in 2With industrial, commercial and domestic waste. The site
returned to Bu Grclein 1987 and closed in 1989. The depth of the landfill was given as being between
33 and 66 feet. An inspection in 1992 found a very shallow covering, of less than 1 fbdab-6@tm.

This was later increasegdrobably due to request by theo@incil, and an impermeable membrane was
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fFAR f2y3&aARS /2t RKIFIYQa [FySo

Permission to use the eastern pits for the disposal of domestic and commercial waste was granted by
the County Concil in 1959, and, presumably, was undertaken by the County, and/or City, Council.
Dumping in pit D (see Figure 53 below) commenced in 1962 and ceased in 1969. Depth of landfill bein
gauged as approximately 38 feet topped with an earth layer varying leztvies and 5 feet.

Operations in pit E started in 1972 and came to an end in 1978, leaving a landfill depth of around 40
feet.

There were, however, health and safety concerns, and as a 1992 survey found significant methane
levels within the waste andin  Odzf GSNII f eAy3d y2NIK 2F /2t RKI YQ
gas. Local residents were appched by the City and Countp@cils with offers of free gas surveys,
though, apparently,few took up the offeQHigh levels of arsenic and seleniatso found in pit E.

Seepage into thevashmillA A 1 ST 6 KAOK gl ay Qi FAff SRGhowgh a YA
where the seepage was pumped is unclear.

Assumedly capitalising on the previous use of the area for landfill, the 1998 Cambridgexhir
Peterborough Waste Management Plan Consultation Draft identifiedwshmiltkite and the site of
the Norman works as having the potential fomaajor waste management facil@which would
include the recovery of materials, anaerobic digesti@tycling, composting and energy generation.
While this outline designation had the effect of obstructing other development proposals, the
suggestion, fortunately, came to nothing.

The Review also took in the lakes. Concern over any leaching into theniaindfill sites was
considered unlikely due to low permeability of clay. In the eastébelow), middle GRand in
Cherry Hinton Brook the review stated th#tie water is clear, and in stagnant or slomoving parts
there is no evidence to the naked eye of a film of contaminant buildirfgTineArmy Reservéake was
not inspected as thre was no access, and it was considered that it would not contribute to any
proposals for public amenity or commercial development.

The practice of using the vacant pits north of the railway for dumping wasténihe proces®f
beingprohibited by he time of the 1986 Romsey Local Plan, though that plan still countenanced some
dumping in particular circumstances (Policy.850 ¢ ay Q4 dzy GAf wmopy T GKI G
application for infilling and restoration of mineral working plus associated ancillary Wivksll the

land lying north of the railwayAs this application was after the closing of the Works, it must represent
a general remediation programme intended to make the ldegielopable and saleable. In this case a
minimum of a metre of top soil was required.

It is likely that all the pits used for dumgifAQBQDQ | EirRFgure 53 below)are classified as
contaminated landunder current legislative guidance. Thigsgfall into three of the categories defining
potentially contaminatingus€d y / | YONA RIS /A& / x62605f QaISNB

9 coal and mineral mining and processing, both deep mines and opencast

1 manufacture and use of asbestos, cemdirhe and gypsum

1 landfill, storage and incineration of waste.
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A =2" pit filled-in by/before 1984 and covered over by 1991;
B =3 pit filled-in by before 1984 and notrehabilitatedby 2002;
C =1"pit, the wash mil{kite, unfilled (now developed for commerc

by 1984;

E=5" pit, dumping started in 1969/7Gjlled-in by 1973 and covered
over by 1984;

F =7" pit, inundatedby, if not before,1991;

G =6" pit, inundated byif not before, 1991

H =Saxon Works pit, inundated by 19250ow the Army Reservéake;
SW = site of Saxon Wortow developed as thArmyReserveentre)
NW = site of Norman WorKsow developed as hotel & gym)

- SRS NI : &%
Figureb Mout of the area postlosure
(adapted fromOrdnanceSurvey /AGB

Environmental Ltd)

For the wastefilled pits a progrenme of decontamination has begés being required, which can be a
lengthy procesdn early 1990 an application to the Council for thmstallation of land fill gas flaf@vas
approved. Currentlyag(methane)extraction mechanismare visibleon pit Bat least None of the
wastefilled pits have yet (2014) been-developed, though they have been clearedssibly with a
view to some fom of developmentc perhaps housing

Of the several disused marl pitilg the wash millCsite has seen argctualconstruction
(commercial) and that is because it was niited ¢ which explains itselative lowness in relation to
surrounding landHowever, in 2015 it is noticeabtlat the depth of this site in relation to the filled
land around it is resulting in some inundation at its edges, which may be partly due to seswhtie
impermeability of the clay base.

Of the waterfilled pits¢ the lakes the eastern two (GCand Fabove) have been leased to the Cherry
Hintonand DistrictAngling CIujCHADACENd are managed for fishinghe club does not welcome
members of the public onto the site, and tperimeter around the lakess fenced offThe northern

lake (HQfalls within the Army Reserve site, amhile being maintainedprms part of the local

training ground The easternmost lakgFRhas beerrepeatedlysubject to informal use for bathing and
parties typically on hot summer weekendsy decades. Iné&ptember 1990 theCambridge Evening
Newsreported that Cherry Hinton councillor Anne Wright was raising concern overskitaming

and running fre€ln and around the lake, and that there was no effective security and the fences were
broken down.

One d the maindifficultiesin the management oflevelopment of theareahas beents complex
ownership which has changed considerably over the yedtss probable thaneither the original

Saxon ad Norman works nor Blue Cirdiad freehold ownership alhe land included in the site;

much of it, particularly that belonging to Peterhouse, may have been leased, or even exploited under
licence.The currentowners(early2015) are the City Council, Peterhouse and the Anderson Group.
Nonetheless, the overallature of developmenshould bedetermined by the local planning authority,
and this generally guidedevelopmentproposals which followed the closure of the Works and the
clearing of the site.
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Redevelopmenif the Area ¢ proposed and/or completed

Thearea, regardless of its problems with contaminated landits potential for conservatioh
recreation,can only beconsidered brownfieldQand ¢ exindustrial landg and government planning

policy has a general preferment farbanCtevelopment on tis type of lancas opposed t@n
greenfieldareas(agricultural forest or operiand). Accordinglywith such a large brownfielacreage
becoming available, in a city with a strong local economy, and with (relatively) good road connections,
speculative proposals aroseroposals for suchnaareaare often made irrespective of the web of
ownership, assuming that individual ownerdlwither form a joint enterprise of sorts or dispose of

their property.

The 198990 application referred to above (for land fill gas flares) was for the construction of an access
road (presumably what is now Norman Way), the erection of fencing amdgatd some landscaping

This application may indicate that the land was bepngpared for redevelopment,although there

had been two earlier applications to develop the nemlesternmost pis ( AQand BQn Figureb3

above). Both of thes&verein 1976 one to develop acivil engineering dep@2the other (applied for

by APCM) for asmall bore rifle rang@Both of these were approved, yet neither came to fruition.

In June 199Cambridge Eveningewshad a report of a proposal Blue Circléor a multi million
poundbusiness, industrgndretail park onthe 30 acres north ofhe railway.The43 acres south of
the railwaywasproposed for publicspacénature reserv&While t is evident that nothing
demonstrable came of this, a general patterfipooposed redevelopment had been set: conservation
in the south and nowiesidential development in the north.

In February 1992he CENeported thatMorrison Developmentgtaken as being the limited liability
company based in Cheltenham) haought pat of . f dzS s/120 NaDek, 8iith a proposal fieisure

uses including ainema,a hotel, restaurantsa night clubabowling alleyand related usesand was
claimed to generate approximately 500 joli$is can be viewed as complementing Bilae Cicle

proposal, whictretainedthe centralportion of the areafor its development obusinesselated uses.

The Morrison proposal came to nothing. (It may be assumed that Morrison subsequently sold the land
to anotherparty ¢ either back to Blue Circle to Land Securities.)

business

leisure

site theTins

7Nﬂns
Cherry Hinton

Figure54  kdtch of the MorrisorDevelopments
proposal édapted fromCEN

In late 1992 Blue Circle was given outline approval for a scheme involvirdethelition of existing

houses and redevelopment of former quarry and cement works for up to 8845sgqm grossptoe

for general industrial use (Class B2) an@83m? gross floorspace for warehoimgQ (The housing

must have included the two Victorian ones frontingior2 / 2t RKF YQ&a [FySO0Od ¢KS
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condition that all construction must maintainah KSA3IKGX NBFE SOGAy3a (KS
include appropriake nature conservation measur@sich as a 2fnetre-wide green corridofalong its
southern edge.

However, ly September 1998he CENeported that. £ dzS / A NOf SQa a0OKSYS KI R
plans forthe areanow focused oreisure (bowlingalley, cinema, restaurant, shopsproposal similar
to MorrisorQa @

These new proposaled to a local pblic meetingbeingconvened at which greatoncernwas
expresseaverthe volume oftraffic it would produce fwvo-lane/ 2 f RKF YQ& [ IlyS 6 SAy.
access)Whether or not related to these concerndapswere subsequently scaled down in January,
andthen completely changedgain, tolight industrial use.

It appears evident that little or no progress was achieved with these plans between 1993@ndas

in March that year theENNB LI2 NIiISR G KF G . fdz2S / ANDES KIFEIR 2R3
decision to deem development proposéts 1 K S T 2 NI S NJ donAidiEh@ Coanky Bdhcill &
having responsibility for establishing tleategicplanningparametersfor the whole county \iich

should be mirrored by the CityoGnciQa )Jhé rndténale behind the appeal was to give Blue Circle
flexibility: havingthe siteacknowledged adiveCIneant that development proposals could bk

generated and alteredHowever, after the clearing of the Norman Works site, or possibly before, it is
reasonable to assume that Blue Circle entered into negotiations with development companies over the
disposal of the land.

Cambridge Newreported that Land Securities purchased the area in April 2002, presumably from Blue
Circle, andater submitted an application to the @incil in 2003 for theconstruction of a footpath and
cyclewayat Norman Way seemingly an wgrading of the Tins. It may be that Land Securtigd
SUbRAGARSR GKS I NBI FT2NJ RATFTFSNBY(G RSQOSGrithelWwssNE = 2
millSkite, andon the adual factory site David Lloyd Leisur@t that timeNext Generatiohwith eight

indoor tennis courts and four outdoor courts, three squash courts anddadminton courtsan

indoor swimming pool, gym and aerobic and yoga stuftius Next Generation cha was created by

former British tennis player David Lloydndthe 100-room Holiday Inn Express the actual factory

site, developed byBDLHotelsin 2003and openedin 2004, with, asCambridgeNewsreportedit, a

wildlife zon&xsurroundingit.

¢KS /2t RKIYQa [ yS . demghyhf¥rénant dctedsed bptieQewl Neringhd (-
Way, was developed at much the same tinad a number of businessevere established: Mitchell &

. dzl £ S NJub and Eetalratimanagement)Sweatshogsports equipment)Millennium
Investmentgwholesale food)Booker(wholesale food)Pulsar Lightillumination) Bike Sense

(motorcycles) Creative Education Corporatigprimary education, now out of busines$yindhorse
Trading(ethical gifts) Inspection in early 2015 shows that there appears to have beereschange

overthe last few yearswith only Booker, Pulsar and Windhorse occupying the(¥timdhorse closed

for business in mid 2015).exus and Toyota have showms2 y / 2f RKI YQa [y S |
Way (ore or less on the site of the cottages possibly occupieddayent worker€Arthur Hayes and

Arthur Morley), and there is now also a servicing workshop for cars and commercial vehicles.

At some poim, probably in the late 2000s @arly 2010s, Land Securities either sold or entered into a
partnership over the remainder of the argaessentially the contaminated and ledsvelopable filled
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in pits¢ to or with the Anderson Groupwhich is reported as hawrexperience in dealing with
contaminated landThe Anderson Groygtatedon its websiteas freehold owners of the two land
parcels to the north of the railway line, aidco-owners of the land to the south of the railway line
(that accommodating the laked¥ currently (2014) engaged in negotiations over the development
options of the area.

Figures5 ¢ KS 2f R b2NXIy 22N]Qa arasSs f221Ay3 StaGy GKS
centre beyond. The railway lies behind the hotel. (author)

In the yearssince the business park, the hotel and the gym were Hiitle has chaged on the

ground apartfrom vegetationbeing cleared in 2014 on refilled pits Dand EXFigure52 above)

despite their City Wildlife Site status, presumably by the owners the Anderson Gioeipeason
0SKAYR GKA&a Of SI NI y @havivig tRosecsifes ultifdely DasiBnared@®i K 2 LIS
development (commercial and/or residenti&a hope which the Group has expressed

Be that as it may, there has also bemanchassessment of, andiscussioron, the future of the area
2005Cambridge Vildlife Sites Register

In 2005a Cambridge Wildlife Sites Register veasnpiledby the Wildlife Trust to record the
conservatiorstatus of specific sitegs part one of the Cambridge Nature Conservation Strategy. F
of the Wildlife Sitesare rekvant  the cement works area:

a) the Army ReserveTferritorial Army Pit (the old Saxon Works pit), now referred to as the CU
Officer Training Corps Pis described as

a disused chalk pit covering 8.11ha, of which 3.9ha is a stielel lake with the remairet consisting of
blocks of scrub and highly diverse chalk grassland. The site qualifies as a City Wildlife Site for calcareous
grassland, and alsoif neutral grassland, and scrub

b) the Norman Cement Pit26.72 acresformerly the two sites named Blue €ie-Norman Cement,
and Norman Cement Pit Easikathe lakes|.JA G | Riufe48above), described as
comprising

two large disused chalk pits (quarried for the cement industry) with adjoining areas of scrub and
woodland, grassland and tall Hevegetation. The pits are flooded and used for angling @A, the
deep clear water contains a variety of fish species that include carp, perch, tench, bream and roach.
Historically the pits have been selected as two separate Wildlife Sites knoBlnea€ircleNorman

Cement and Norman Cement fiist. With the sites being located immediately adjacent to each other it
is considered more appropriate that they are treated as a single ecological unit; it is therefore proposed
that their boundaries are ufied to form one large City WilddifSite named Norman Cement Pits

Thesite qualifies as a City Wildlife Sée it meets severahdicativecriteria.
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c)the/ 2t RKI YQ&a [FyS htR [FYRTFACT fcBlelichk Did GaRddlINY & NI
(11.9 acres) Blue Circle Oldest Land{®.86 acres)and Coldh YQ& [ I yS | SRASNR g
hectareCity Wildlife Sites described as

two old landfill sites that now form a green space coising largely scrub, poor sesimproved grassland

together withtall ruderal vegetation. With the sites being located immediately adjacent to each other it

is considered more appropriate that they are treated as a single ecological unit; it is therefore proposed

that their boundaries are unified to formone large Gith t Rt ATS {AGS Yyl YSR /2t RKIYQ
{AGSad !' GKANR aiAdSsz T2 NS Ndhieh adijging the/northern pergnetdét &f Y Qa [ |
Blue Circle Old Landfillas also been incorporad into the new site boundary.

This site qualifiessaa City Wildlife Site for scrub with a strong diversity of woody scrub indicator species
present in significant numbers. It qualifigfor hedgerows. It further qualifieX as a habitat mosaic; a

site over 1ha in size with a mix of scrub, sémproved gassland and ruderal commurgs and which by
virtue of its position in an ecological urf human valu€in the form of use for recreation by children

and dog walkersand potential valueis judged to score highly against the supplementary criteria.

d) the Spinney and Hayster Open Spathis land, lying dhe southeastcorner of the lake€<area and

next to the Spinney School, was never excavated and therefore is not exactly part of the cement pits
system, but it is directly adjacent to the lakes and is included in proposals for the HBnegSpinney

was brmerlyeligibleas a County Wildlife Sites ithad ahighindex of ecological continuity. However,
due to changes ithe index of ecological continuiiyno longer qualifid. Nonetheless, having at least
four mature pollard trees, the site doepialify as a City Wildlife Site.

While the grasslands are not of City Wildlife Site status in their own right, they form important
supplementary habitat to the SpinnXy|t is therefore proposed that a new City Wildlife Site be created
to include the Spinney ahassociated senriatural grasslands, tall herb vegetation and scrub. This larger
site qualifies under the Habitat Mosaic criteria, as a site over one hectare in extent with two or more of
the appropriate habitats (woodland, scrub, mature trees, senproved grassland and tall ruderal
communities) and which is judged to score highly against the supplementary criteria.

The Register deleted two sites in the cement works area that had previously been identified as having
nature conservation importancethe Railway reserve running between the pits, and tBrie Circle
Chalk P, the wash mil{kite, subsequently zoned asmotected industrial sit®

2006Cambridge_ocal Plan

The 2008Cambridge Local Plan, addressing development in the east oftyhentioducedan area of

major changé€for the Cambridge Airport land. At that time, and inddeain at least 2000 andp until
around 2008, there was a strong assumption that Marshall (the airport owner) was considering a
relocation to a more favourablend less hemmedh site. This wouldeleasea large swathe of land

directly adjacent to the city available for developmerotentially 4,660 dwellings. Yet, therea of

major chang€did not extend south to include the vacant land lying between Coftiaa [ | yS | v
railway¢ filled-in pits AQ BCand DQOn Rgure48 aboveg the more complex ownership and land
contamination may have made it less able to be integrated.

In the Local Plan much of the old Norman and Saxon works site was zongd\Adldife Sites; a
classification that does not have statutory authority, meaning that it can be invalidated or altered as
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may be later considered necessaBambridgeshire County Council (which designa@alinty Wildlife
Site®defines the sites as

areas of local importance for nature conservation that complement nationally and internationally
designated geological and wildlife sites. Designating these areas as Local Sites raises awareness of their
nature conservation importance to owners, plannargl conservation bodies, to help preserve thém

future generations to enjoy

CKS aAidSaQ St A Ivashasddbritieir MeatNg sBvBral loBayamd dakiré yiteria, which
through revisiongcan vary over time.

Concerning the zoning:

A) thethree lakes were obviously included in this classification, yet so were theotd/éandfill site€
(A3) which had been filled, assumedly rendering them contaminated it may have been this
consideration that, negatively, made them-developable, andpositively, left then open to
natural regeneration;

B) protected industrial sit€bn the old wash mil{ksite. Ithas subsequently not been developed for
industrialuse but forwholesale and warehousing uses;

C) the preferreduse of this land was natlentified, leaving it open to question, though the passing
of the public safety zongintended to control the developmeny G KS I A N1LJ2 NIi Qa f
approachtaking offpath) through the western part may have inhibited its potential,

D) the outline proposals for th€ambridge Airportarea of major chang@which included generous
provision of open spacegeminghA Y LI O4G SR ARSI & T2 Nlaa Siéh agshe dzi K
city wildlife sites

E) the SpinneyHayster areasurrounding the schoogffectively became tiffer zone to the more
protectedLakes.

As regards general policy (3/9), the plan recognises that, among a#tercourses and water bodies:

the waterfilled pits south of Coldham's LaXeare important to the character and form of the City. They
are rich in wildlife and offer important opportunities for leisure and recreation as well as providing a
drainage function. It is important that any development proposed alongside these watercourses or that
use the watercourses protects and, where possible amtes this vital resourcgAs sucH,development

will be permitted if it is demonstrated that it would: a. complement and enhance the waterside setting;
b. maintain or improve public access to and along the waterside; c. maintain and enhance the bitydivers
of the watercourses and other bodies of water and their margins; and d. in the case of recreational
development, there is sufficient capacity to accommodate additional usage of the waeanising from

the development

55



MILL ROAD HISTORY PROJECT BUILDING REPORT East Romsey Cement Works

AL the Territorial ArmyArmy Reserve)it City Wildlife Sé.
AZ: the Norman CemendCity Wildlife Site

A3the/ 2t RKF YQa [ty SCitpWillife[Sitey
B: Protected Industrial Site.
C not zoned.

D: cambridge AirportArea of Major Change
E:the Spinney / Haysté?rotectedOpen Space.

. Public Safety Zone

N /B3 ]

eration of th&006 Local

Plan édapted fromOrdnanceSurvey / AGB
Environmental Ltd

In 2009 the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government deletgliggoliciesrom

the 2006 Local Plan, referred to asvedpolicies coming from previous local plans, which were
deemed as not reflecting current government policy. The result was that there was a 2009 iteration of
the Local Plan that differed in sena ways to the 2006 version, and this had some effect on the
cement pits site as can be seeniature Conservation Strategy, 20R&low.

Nature Conservation Strategy, 2006

Building on the 2005 Register, the 2006 Nature Conservation Strategy wasqutey the Wildlife
Trusts for the City @incil as a Supplementary Planning Document to the 2006 Local Plan. In its
Summary of Existing Resource the strategy noted that

brownfield sites, though rarely undeveloped for long in Cambridge, can developdhtable wildlife
KFroAdlFldiad ¢KS /2f RKIFIYQa [FyS htR [IYRTAff ardsSa I yR
of brownfield sites that have developed considerable wildlife iaser

It is noticeable that in the 2009 iteration of the Local Plagufe51 above) the Spinneydayster Open
Space is labelled aBrotected Open Spafwhereas in the Nature Conservation Strategy it is recorded
as a City Wildlife Sitdéts current (205) status is uncertain

The Norman Cement Pits (the Lakes) alortf Whie Spinney and Hayster Open Space were also
identified as potential new nature reservépossibly being declared so after 204 thanging their

status from locaklo statutory. Furthermore, the Norman Cement Pits, the CU Officer Training Corps
Pit,the Spinneyl @ a4 SNJ f I YR YR GKS / 2f RKI YQ&defignafed ht |
nature conservation sité3

The filledin pits (ACand B(n Figure52 above) were defined asatural grassland with trees and
shrub€and therefore hawmg the potential for conservation or perhaps open spddee area was also
LISNOSAGSR a 0SAy3a | O2YLRYSyd 2F GKS AYyRAOF G
Common) that was a central part of the Airpoirea of Major Chandge
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A: Army Reserveakeg City Wildlife Site

B: Norman Cement Pits (Lakeggity Wildlife Sites

C spinney & Hayster Open Spadgity Wildlife Site

D:/ 2 f RKI Y Qdanfifil $it€g Chytwildlife Site
E Natural Calcareous Grassland with Trees & Shrubs
F Existing Broadleaf Woodland or Tree Belt

Figure57 Nature Conservation Strategy, 200&dapted
from OrdnanceSurvey /AGB Environmental Ltd)

The 2006 Nature Conservation Strategy could be considered as a form of review of the 2006 Local
Plan, in as much asntade some recommendations for amendments to the Local,RBiach as
designation of many of the sites as nature reserves. Noticeable too idehéfication ofthe western
filled-in pits (abelled En Figure57 above) asNatural Calcareous GrasslandiwTrees and Shrulgs
rather than unclassified as in the 2009 iteration of the 2006 Local Plan. As this is taken as being
contaminated land, its development potentiasuncertain. This is accompanied by the
distinguishing of theExisting Broadleaf Widlland or Tree Befthat lies beside theProtected

Industrial Sit€t YR / 2f RKIFYQ&d [FyS®

Draft Open Space and Recreation Strategy, 2011

Thisstrategy, and the consultation on its draftas one othe documents launched by the Citp@cil
to inform the re-drafting of the Local Plan (the 2014 plaity. assessment of open spaces was
undertaken largely ward by ward.

In Cherry Hinton Wardt was noted that:

many of the natural and semmatural green spaces are not weflanaged and maintained. Whilst

balance should be sought between access and biodiversity, the sites adjacent to the lakes3AAd

26) are suffering from poor quality maintenance. On some of the sites, selfset trees are taking over,
reducing the biodiversity of the scrubland. €Timost significant problem, however, relates to access.

There is obvious demand to enter the lakes from adjacent sites, including the Spinney Primary School and
Cherry Hinton Brook. This desire for access has given rise to vandalism and otsecifttiehaviour.

NAT 32 and Z@efersto the HaysterSpinney open space which border the lakbsColeridge ward it
was stated that:

the Lakes adjacent to Cherry Hinton Brook (NAT 28) are in a mix of ownerships and are not publicly
accessible. Although the lakes &@th deep and dangerous, due to the crumbling nature of the banks
and the lack of surveillance, they are frequently accessed inforiinalty a number of access points

Nat 28 is the lakes. Although temy Reservéake falls within Romsey Ward it wastrmentioned,
possibly due to its use ilirmy Reservéraining.
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